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Our Mission 
A faithful, serving community, joyfully 

sharing Christ’s love 
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Messiah Staff: 
Vice Pastor: Rev. Kimberly Schmidt Cooper, 
             St. Timothy Lutheran, Wayne, NJ  
Office Administrator: Ashley Henion 
 
Council Members: Valerie Nicolosi,  
Victoria Boyce, Alex Boyce, Nick 
DeRoda, Nancy Krause, Eleanore 
Orman, Michele Weintraub, Tom White 
 
 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am -12pm 

201-337-4900 | Messiahoaklandnj.org 
info@messiahoaklandnj.org 

Facebook and Instagram 
@MessiahOaklandNJ 

 
Sunday Worship at 10:00 am et. 
on-site, on Zoom and YouTube 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Vice Pastor 
 

“For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a 
loaf of bread and when he had given thanks…”  
1 Corinthians 11:23 
 

Sociologists, Psychologists, and even Medical Doctors have 
said that the happiest people on earth are generous people 
and second to that are grateful people. In my experience, they 
often go hand in hand. When I focus on all the things I have to 
be grateful for, it is easier for me to be open-hearted and 
open-handed to others. The thing about both gratitude and 
generosity is that, by definition, neither can be imposed by 
one person on another. Paul was forever telling churches that 
they “should” give thanks in in all circumstances. They 
“should” rejoice in suffering. They “should” praise God no 
matter what they are going through. He isn’t wrong, but to tell 
someone who is suffering that they should anything just adds 
to their pain. I have had many conversations with people who 
have suffered terrible losses. Well-meaning Christians have 
said things to them along the lines of: 
Everything happens for a reason. 
God needed another angel in heaven. 
God never gives us more than we can handle.  
 

Generally, people say these things in order to make sense of 
tragedy. It makes them feel better to believe it and they 
assume it will make everyone else feel better too. 
Unfortunately, it usually just makes people angry with God or 
church or both. That makes it isolating more than comforting. 
The truth is that the only one who has any control over our 
response is ourselves. That is actually a really powerful truth. 
It is true when the world seems to be spinning out of control, 
when we experience devastating losses, and when we have 
really big bad emotions, we still get to decide for ourselves 
how we are going to react to all of it. Grief is unique and 
powerful in that we hold both loss and gratitude together. The 
more we loved something or someone, the more thankful we 
are to have had it. It is also devastating to be without it. In 
many cases, we never get over it. It will always be a scar on 
our heart, but the open wound can heal as we focus on giving 
thanks for the time we had. As the wound heals, we then have 
an opportunity to open our hearts in generosity and service to  
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others going through similar things.  In the month of November, 
we are all invited to give thanks over a meal with our people. 
Some will have empty seats that were full last year. Others will 
have new people sitting in chairs (or highchairs). It is a time for 
both gratitude and grief, love and longing, peace and conflict. I 
encourage you to try to enter it with an open heart. Learn 
something new about the people in your life. And when all else 
fails, give thanks for the little things, because that is what gets 
us through the big things.  Something I always go back to over 
and over, is that on the night before he was crucified, Jesus 
gathered with his friends for a meal. He gave thanks to God for 
them and fed them even though one was about to betray him, 
another was about to deny him, and most would abandon him. 
He gave thanks anyway and enjoyed the time he did have with 
them. Then one of the first things he did after resurrection was 
to eat with them again.  It is a holy act to give thanks and eat. 
When we do so, I believe Jesus is in our midst.  
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

With the love of Christ,  
Pastor Kimberly  
pastorkimberly@sttimothynj.org | 551-315-7151 
 
 

Transition Team Update 
We have a lot of transitions coming in the next few months, 
here are a variety of ways you can help! 
 

Come to Church! During this time, it’s extra important to keep 
in touch with the community and take care of one another. A 
great way to do that is to keep coming to worship and program 
events. 
 

All Saints Sunday 
On November 1st we celebrate All Saints Sunday.  Please bring 
to worship photos of your loved ones who have passed.  You 
will be directed to place them at the stations set up around the 
altar.  There will be time during the service to light candles and 
honor all the Saints who have gone before us.  We hope you 
will join us for this meaningful day of remembrance. 
 

Advent 
We will be working on an Advent project on November 15th 
followed by a special coffee hour. There will be a sign-up sheet 
to make sure we have enough supplies for this craft. There will 
also be a children’s craft for little hands. We will also be writing 
Christmas cards on November 8th and 15th to be sent to 
veterans or a nursing home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Happening at Messiah 
 

Community Table at Ponds 
 November 2nd and December 7th  
 

Bible Study at 12:00 pm  
 November 5th and 19th  
 December 3rd and 17th  
 

Property Work Day 
 November 7th 
 December 5th   
 

Book Discussion at 7:00 pm on Zoom 
  November 9th: “The Borrowed Life of 
Frederick Fife”  by Anna Johnston.   
  December 14th 
 

Council Meeting at 7:30 pm on Zoom 
 November 17th and December 15th   
 

Cookie Baking 
  December 6th after worship service 
 

Decorate for Christmas 
 December 6th after worship service   
 December 20th after worship service 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
   December 24th at 7:30 pm 
 

Office Closed:  
November 6th: Ashley Out of Office 
November 11th: Veteran’s Day 
November 26-27th: Thanksgiving 
December 24th: Ashley Out of Office 
December 25th: Christmas 
December 28th: Ashley Out of Office 

 

Worship 
 

Every Sunday at 10:00 am et. on-site, 
on Zoom & YouTube 

 

All Saints Day:  
November 1: Pastor Keith Ross 
 

24th Sunday after Pentecost: 
November 8: Pastor Keith Ross 
 

25th Sunday after Pentecost: 
November 15: Pastor Keith Ross 
 

26th Sunday after Pentecost: November 
22: Pastor Keith Ross 
 

1st  Sunday of Advent:  
November 29: Pastor Keith Ross 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent: December 6th  
 

3rd Sunday of Advent: December 13th  
 

4th Sunday of Advent: December 20th 

 

Christmas Eve: December 24th: 7:30 pm 
Rev. Kimberly Schmidt Cooper 
 

1st Sunday of Christmas: December 27th  
We hope to secure pastoral 

leadership for more Sundays. 
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Church Council Highlights 
Messiah’s Council meetings focused on caring for our church 
property, supporting worship and ministry during the pastoral 
transition, and preparing for the year ahead. Here are some 
highlights: 
 

 Parking lot improvements approved: At the October 20 
special congregational meeting, members approved 
spending $63,000 from the Perzin Fund for parking lot 
paving and striping. The project includes repairing damaged 
areas, improving drainage, and restoring parking and safety 
markings. Work was planned for late October, weather 
permitting, with arrangements to maintain nursery school 
access. We are grateful for Nick’s work gathering proposals 
and coordinating the project, and for the Perzin family’s 
lasting generosity. 
 

 Sharing our blessings: Council approved $5,400 in Perzin 
charitable distributions to ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran 
Disaster Response, Strengthen Our Sisters, Covenant 
House, Ponds Food Pantry, Adler Aphasia Center, and Soul 
to Soul. These gifts extend Messiah’s support to neighbors 
near and far. 

 

 A successful food collection: The congregation contributed 
more than 650 food items to the Thrivent food challenge, 
exceeding the 500-item goal! Documentation is being 
submitted for a possible additional $500 contribution to the 
pantry. Thank you to everyone who donated and helped 
organize the collection. 

 

 Music and Worship: Council approved a three-month trial 
appointment for organist Steve Malski, who has begun 
playing for worship and working with the band. Worship 
leaders are selecting familiar music and preparing for 
Advent and Christmas. Council is also arranging supply-
pastor coverage for the coming months. 

 

 The pastoral search continues: The Call Committee 
completed interviews with a candidate and continues 
working with the Synod to identify a pastor whose gifts fit 
Messiah’s ministry and needs. Please keep the committee 
and our congregation in your prayers. 
 

 Caring for our property: Parsonage improvements are 
nearing completion. Council also authorized removal of the 
dead maple near the driveway and septic-system servicing. 
Thank you to the volunteers who help maintain welcoming, 
usable spaces for our congregation and nursery school. 
 

 Stewardship and budget planning: A bread-themed 
stewardship appeal will begin in November. Council is 
reviewing the proposed 2027 budget, including anticipated 
pastoral compensation and the resources needed to 
sustain our ministries. 

 
 
 

 Holiday opportunities to serve and 
gather: Outreach is preparing 
Thanksgiving food collections, an 
Angel Tree clothing collection, and 
Christmas cards for homebound 
members and others. An Advent 
candle-log activity is planned for 
November 15, and Christmas tree 
decorating and cookie activities are 
planned for December 6. Watch the 
bulletin and weekly updates for details. 

 

Thank you for the gifts of time, care, 
and generosity that keep Messiah’s 

ministry moving forward. 
 

Save the Date! 
Our Annual Meeting will be held 
following worship either January 31st or 
February 7th, 2027. Please stay tuned 
as a date will be confirmed in the 
weeks to come. Plan to join us after the 
meeting for an enjoyable and festive 
potluck celebration.  
 

ANNUAL REPORT ARTICLES ARE 
DUE JAN. 3rd

 

 

Poinsettia Sign Up 
Poinsettias will again beautify our nave 
during the Christmas season. If you 
would like to place an order, please fill 
out the sign-up sheet in the narthex or 
contact the church office by Dec. 13th. 
You may take the plant(s) you ordered 
after the 7:30 pm service on Christmas 
Eve or any time thereafter. Donation: $15 

 

The Boyce Family 
We would like to thank all the members 
who so generously donated meals and 
time while both Susan and Alex were 
laid up this year. We are grateful for 
your prayers and simply saying thank 
you is not enough. 
Regards, Sue and Alex 
 

Living Lutheran 
Remember to check out the “Living 
Lutheran” website, livinglutheran.org, 
for news about the ELCA. This includes 
its ministry here and around the world 
as well as inspiration for our lives 
today. An archive of past articles and 
issues are available. You can also sign 
up for free weekly emails. 
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Faith Formation 
Noontime Bible Study 
Join the Thursday Adult Bible Study group on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month at 12:00 p.m. either on-site or on 
Zoom. The next date will be November 5th. We will be using the 
book A is for Alabaster. If you need a copy, check the church 
library or let Joan or Eleanore know. 
 

Stewardship 
Our Daily Bread — Sharing God’s Gifts 

“Give us this day our daily bread.” These familiar words invite 
us to recognize God’s care in our everyday lives and consider 
how we can share that care with others. On Sunday, 
November 1, Messiah will begin Our Daily Bread, our 
stewardship campaign. Bread is a fitting theme for our 
congregation—from the bread we share at communion to 
Linda’s lovingly baked loaves and the food we collect for our 
neighbors. Each reminds us that God’s gifts nourish us and 
give us something to share. 
 

Throughout November, we invite everyone to prayerfully 
consider how their time, talents, and financial gifts can support 
Messiah’s ministry in the coming year. Your generosity helps 
make worship, faith formation, fellowship, and care for our 
neighbors possible. The campaign will conclude on Sunday, 
November 22, when our pledges will be blessed during 
worship. Whether you are making your first pledge or renewing 
a longtime commitment, thank you for helping Messiah 
continue as a faithful serving community, joyfully sharing 
Christ’s love. 

 

Youth and Family Ministry 
Rally Day 
What a great day Rally Day was!  Pastor Priscilla visited us 
from the New Jersey Synod and was an absolute hit with the 
children as well as the adults.  Our beloved Sunday School 
teachers were installed with the laying of hands by their 
students…so beautiful.  All backpacks, work computer cases, 
and even a stop sign and safety vest were blessed by Pastor.  
Everyone took home a beautiful luggage tag as a reminder that 
God is always present in their lives.   
 

Linda and Scott Axtell manned the grills in pouring rain cooking 
hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken too!  Everyone brought 
something to share…from salads, to chips, to desserts, to side 
dishes.  We always enjoy great fellowship at these events.  
Thank you to everyone for pulling together to have such a 
wonderful, albeit rainy, day!! 
 

Hey Parents! 
We are looking to have our youth/Sunday school prepare a 
special song for Christmas or Advent using the instruments we 
purchased last spring. I will be in Sunday school one upcoming 
Sunday to find a song that the kids are familiar with and enjoy. I 
will also check with Steve to find a Sunday or two when the 
kids can practice.  
Regards, Sue 

Cookie Baking 
Join us on December 6th, after church, 
as the youth bake cookies for our 
coffee hours throughout December and 
to share with the community. 
• Have a special cookie you want?   
Bring the dough and we’ll bake it! 
• Have an old family favorite you haven’t 
had in years, give us a copy of the 
recipe and we’ll see what we can do! 
• Have a special request, but don’t 
bake, speak to Linda Axtell! 

 

Garden Wrap Up 
A great big Thank You to Linda Axtell 
and other volunteers who helped with 
the garden at Messiah throughout the 
spring, summer, and fall.  The 
vegetables that were donated weekly to 
Ponds Food Pantry were a blessing to 
those looking to eat healthy whole 
foods. 

 

Fellowship 

Book Club 
Join us for a lively discussion on Zoom 
at 7 pm. Please check your local 
libraries to borrow the books or 
purchase the books for your home 
bookshelf. If you have any suggestions 
for books or questions at all, speak with 
Valerie. 
 

November 9th:  
“The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife” 
by Anna Johnston.   
Frederick Fife was born with an extra 
helping of kindness in his heart. If he 
borrowed your car, he’d return it 
washed with a full tank of gas. The 
problem is there’s nobody left in Fred’s 
life to borrow from. At eighty-two, he’s 
desperately lonely, broke, and on the 
brink of homelessness. But Fred’s luck 
changes when, in a bizarre case of 
mistaken identity, he takes the place of 
grumpy Bernard Greer at the local 
nursing home. Now he has warm meals 
in his belly and a roof over his head—
as long as his poker face is in better 
shape than his prostate and that his 
look-alike never turns up. 
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Benevolences of the Month 
 

BOM Ideas 
If anyone has any ideas for next year’s BOMs, please contact 
Sue Boyce by November 5th. 
 

November: Covenant House 
For over 30 years, Covenant House New Jersey has been 
serving youth facing homelessness ages 18-21 and victims of 
human trafficking of all ages. They operate in 5 cities across NJ. 
 

December: Global Refuge 
Global Refuge, formerly Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service (LIRS), is a nonprofit serving newcomers seeking 
safety, support, and a share in the American dream. For 85 
years, they have welcomed those seeking refuge, upholding a 
legacy of compassion and grace for people in crisis. They walk 
alongside individuals, families, and children as they begin their 
new lives in the United States through their work in refugee 
resettlement, welcome and respite services for asylum seekers, 
economic empowerment and employment, and family 
unification for unaccompanied children. To date, they have 
served over 750,000 people from around the globe. 
 

 
Impact Award 

This year we were able to give two awards of 500.00 each to 
seniors at Indian Hills and Rampo High School. 

 
“Dear Ms. Boyce, 
Thank you very much for naming me as the recipient of the 
Messiah Lutheran Church Impact Scholarship. I am honored 
and grateful for your generosity and committed to continuing to 
make an impact. Receiving this scholarship means so much to 
me, and it will help me continue working toward my goals at 
Penn State. Your support and confidence in my future are 
appreciated. Thank you for this meaningful recognition. 
Jake S.” 

 
“Dear Ms. Boyce, 
I am honored to have been selected as the recipient of the 
Messiah Lutheran Church Impact Scholarship for 2026. Thank 
you for your generosity and for offering this scholarship!  
I love sharing my passion for sports with others. I have 
continued to volunteer with Dream Team Baseball this summer 
and am eager to get involved with my college chapter of Best 
Buddies to connect with individuals in the local community with 
developmental disabilities. I will be attending Colby College 
where I will be majoring in economics and playing on the 
softball team. This scholarship will be put to great use as I 
begin my college studies. I am very grateful for your support 
and recognition!   
Sincerely, Emily M.” 
 

 
 

Ponds Food Pantry  
Thrivent Challenge: Feed North East 
Thank you to the generosity of our 
Messiah members, as over 650 items 
were collected for Ponds Food Pantry 
as part of Thrivent's Food Challenge - 
FEEDNE in October!  We easily 
surpassed the goal of 500 items and 
are in the running to receive a bonus of 
$500 for the pantry.  The sizable food 
donation will help local families who are 
struggling with food insecurity.  Ponds 
Food Pantry is currently seeing new 
families and sharing food with about 
100 families a week!  This is expected 
to continue into the new year, with new 
cuts to Medicaid forthcoming. 

 

Winter Coat Drive 
Ponds Food Pantry will be collecting new 
and gently used winter coats of all sizes, 
as well as cold weather accessories.   
Items may be brought to Messiah and will 
be shared with pantry guests throughout 
the winter months.  Please see Michele 
Weintraub with any questions. 
 

Outreach 
The Thanksgiving Tree 
The tree is currently up and we are 
collecting items to help provide 
Thanksgiving dinner for local families. 
Please take an item or 2 from the tree 
and bring them back NO LATER than 
November 15th. Root vegetables 
(potatoes, celery, carrots, etc.) will be 
collected outside the church on 
Saturday, November 21st. 
 

Angel Tree 
Once again this year, we will be 
preparing a Christmas Angel tree for 
those of you who wish to purchase 
something and bring it back. We will be 
purchasing for children who are guests 
of Ponds Food Pantry. This year’s 
steps: 

1. Take a name from the tree 

2. Don’t forget to sign up on the list 

3. Spend about $30 (to ensure those in the 

same family receive comparable gifts) 

4. Return your gift by December 13th. 

Questions? Contact Michele Weintraub, 

Kim Niland or Sue Boyce 
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Oktoberfest 
Oktoberfest Fellowship Supports Covenant House 

Thirty people gathered for Messiah’s Oktoberfest Dinner on 
October 24th, enjoying good food, warm fellowship, and plenty 
of delicious homemade dishes and desserts. A Thrivent Action 
Card sponsored the brats and hot dogs, and everyone’s 
contributions helped make it a wonderful evening. Thank you to 
all who helped set up and clean up, with special thanks to 
Steve Krause and Alex Boyce! 
 

The dinner raised $300 for Covenant House, our November 
Benevolence of the Month. Thanks to the Perzin Fund, $250 
will be matched, bringing our total support to $550! November 
is National Youth Homelessness Awareness Month, making 
this a meaningful time to support Covenant House’s work. 
Since 1972, Covenant House has provided around-the-clock 
help to young people experiencing homelessness, with five 
locations in New Jersey. Thank you to everyone who helped 
turn an evening of fellowship into care and support for young 
people in need. 
 

Putting Prayers to Action 
82 hat and scarf sets were shipped to Putting Prayers to Action 
at the end of September. There were three who knit or 
crocheted the sets, Carol King with a whopping total of 50, Edie 
Baglieri - 20 sets, and I who knit 12 sets.  The total for shipping 
was $222.09. The remaining $27 will be spent on additional 
yarn. I am thankful for the Thrivent Action Team donation which 
paid for shipping.  Last year the shipping was aporoximately 
$190. If Thrivent funds were not available, I don't know if 
Messiah would be able to cover the cost. Please see the 
pictures attached which show all sets made. 
Best Regards,  
Bea 

Baptism Anniversary Corner 
We don’t always take time to 
remember, reflect on, or celebrate the 
anniversary of our baptism so we are 
including them in our newsletter. The 
promises made at baptism are a 
lifelong commitment to help one 
another grow in the Christian faith and 
life – not just those baptized, but all 
those who are part of Christian 
community. Take time this day, week, 
or month to say a prayer or give thanks 
for your baptism.  
 

*Over the years many baptism dates 
have not been recorded or were lost in 
records. If your baptism date is wrong 
in the newsletter, it’s wrong in our 
records! Please let us know and we will 
update it. If you don’t know your date, 
we will celebrate you on either January 
1st or June 1st. 

 

November Baptism Anniversaries 
1-Tracie L. 
3- Cole Jaworski 
23-Marilyn R. 
25- Victoria B. 
       

 

December Baptism Anniversaries 
1- Kimberly Z. 
1- Cesar R.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Budget Report 
From the Treasurer 
Please continue to support our ministry with your offerings during these fall months.  
Regards, Alex Boyce 
 

September 2026 Finance Report 

 Monthly Year to Date 

 Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Income $18,618.41 $14,721.61 $168,053.7 $156,565.3 

Expenses $19,736.06 $10,144.69 $ 177,547.74 $142,241.30  

Total (1,117.65) 4,576.92 (9,493.97) $ 14,324.06 
 

Note: Income figures include contributions from the nursery school and investment income. 
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October is Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month. This is a time to recognize and support bereaved 
families who have experienced the death of a child during pregnancy, childbirth, or infancy.  

"Experiencing miscarriage or baby loss can be one of the most devastating experiences any woman has, yet 
still it's not widely talked about or acknowledged, which means it can also be one of the most isolating 
experiences a woman has. Just as we wrap so much love around those who are pregnant, so it's now time to 
do the same with those who experience pregnancy or infant loss." - Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinted from the NEWSLETTER Newsletter 
 

“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall 
not cease” (Genesis 8:22, NASB). 

As autumn begins, we watch the world transform before our eyes. Leaves change color, the air turns crisp, and a new 
rhythm settles in. In these seasonal shifts, we are reminded of God’s faithful hand over all of creation. Genesis 8:22 
assures us that the cycles of nature—seedtime and harvest, summer and winter—are part of God’s ongoing promise. 
Each season speaks of His order, care, and presence. Autumn, in particular, invites reflection. Just as the trees 
release their leaves, we are called to let go of what no longer serves us and make space for renewal. This season 
also marks a return to routines—school schedules, church programs, and community events. As we step into new 
responsibilities or revisit familiar ones, may we do so with gratitude and trust. God is not only present in the harvest 
but in the quiet letting go. Let this autumn be a time to embrace God’s steady rhythm, find beauty in change, and rest 
in His faithful promises that never cease—even as the world around us shifts. 
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RELATING FAITH TO A DECK OF CARDS 

 

Ace: Only one God 
Two:   Parts of the Bible—Old and New Testament 
Three: Trinity (God, Jesus, Holy Spirit) 
Four: Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 
Five: Five wise virgins (Matthew 25:1-23) 
Six: Number of days God created 
Seven: The day God rested 

Eight: The number of people saved on Noah’s Ark 
Nine: Jesus cleaned 10 men but  

   only one thanked   him (Luke 17:11-19) 
Ten:  10 commandments 
Jack:  Reminder of sin 
Queen: Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
King:  Jesus is the King of All 

 

MESSIAH  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

A faithful, serving community 
joyfully sharing Christ’s love. 
228 Ramapo Valley Road 

Oakland, New Jersey 07436 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 am Worship Service 

 
 

In-person, live-streamed and  
posted on YouTube 


