MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

A faithful, serving community, joyfully sharing Christ's love.
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 4, 2026
228 Ramapo Valley Rd, Oakland NJ 07436
- www.messiahoaklandnj.org | 201-337-4900
O @MessiahOaklandNJ
Sunday Worship 10:00 am

The congregation is invited to worship in any way that is comfortable and meaningful such as standing, sitting, kneeling,
coloring, etc. You are invited to join in worship by speaking the responses in bold type.

SILENT MEDITATION DURING PRELUDE
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to
show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to
live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN The Church’s One Foundation ELW #654
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op- pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,

@ Ca— —3

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

SO
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE Now the Feast a

nd Celebration

ELW #167

Refrain
A e 5 = N T F\/ N— ] Y
& E & =  — @ o
| -
Now the feast and «cel - e - bra-tion, all of cre - a - tion
0 u i :
A8 T 71— e —— |
massie =S ====2=, ==
sings for joy to the God of life and love and free-dom;
04 #
il I 1 I |
(AR I == | ] | %
I D) L - o D o P
J ] ¥ L o o
praisesand glo-ry for - ev - er - more!
04 #t . ;
A e I = ) i ] { o N1 i I
T e —"— R i
- : 3
€ 1 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has
Nt Refrain
e e S it e ——— e e
H e 2Lt e e
J w r
freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
044
P AR ITRAE ] I ) I 1 I | |
G:F - i | ;e .
\\av 4 h o @ P
J I e . . .
€ 2 Pow - er and rich-es, wis-dom and might, all  hon - or and
Refrain
Pyt i T — i y— i i -
ﬁj; o T R o -
glo-ry to  Christ for - ev - er
n “ n ! §
A <1 I h — ] T K f M ——
I(UJI) il I /i éI\ P ; : 3{ J\ =
3 For God has come to dwell with us, to make us peo-ple of
Nt Refrain
A T E— P - ——— =
o e — F 2 = .
ANIV4 I | I | I | | | |
» 1 — ' | | |
God to make all things new.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

1 will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.?He dug it and cleared it
of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield

grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.3 And now, inhabitants of
3



Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard.* What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not
done in it? When | expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten
grapes?° And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will
remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.® | will make it a wasteland; it shall not
be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; |
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.” For the
vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of
Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw
bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God.

THE PsALM: 80:7-15 will be read responsively
"Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we
shall be saved.
8You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
9You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
'The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.
'2Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck
off its grapes?
3 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
4“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
Sbehold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, |
have more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; ® as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.” Yet whatever gains | had,
these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that,
| regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things,
and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ®and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
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the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. '°| want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in
his death, ' if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.
2 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal, but | press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of
me. 3 Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it,
but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, '*| press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #175
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GOsSPEL: The Holy Gospel According to Matthew 21:33-46

Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and
built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went

away.** When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce.° But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another.3¢ Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same

way.3” Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.” 3 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.”®® So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.** Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
*They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce
at the harvest time.”*? Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our
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eyes’?43 “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces its fruits.** The one who
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.”*® When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them.*¢ They

wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they

regarded him as a prophet.
The Gospel of the Lord.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY There in God’s Garden ELW # 342
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1 There in God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name 1s Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
0 4 See how its branch - es reach to us n wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - fring;
our greed has starved it, our de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - row, I will give  bless - ing.”

5 This is my ending
this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,
I commit my spirit.
This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

6 All heav’n is singing,
“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,
take it, take it freely!”
Amen! My Master!




AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, such as a handshake, hug, or peace sign and
may say, "Peace be with you,” or similar words.

OFFERING

Offering can be left in the plates at the back of the sanctuary, sent to the church office, or given
online by using the QR code to the right.

OFFERTORY Change My Heart, O God W&P #28
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
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You are the pot - ter; I am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I pray.



OFFERING PRAYER: God of creation, you send rain and the earth
springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

COMMUNION RESPONSE Holy, Holy, Holy ELW #191
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry,

come!
COMMUNION

We invite you to commune in whatever way is comfortable to you, either from your seat using the prepackaged
elements or by coming forward to the altar rail. To commune at the altar rail, please proceed down the diagonal aisles
and pick up a cup from the silver plates. You will be given a wafer and then offered wine (first chalice) or grape juice
(second chalice). For those communing online, please join us using whatever bread/crackers and wine/grape juice you
have at home. All are welcome at God's table.

The body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you. Amen

COMMUNION SONG Christ Our Peace ACS #1037
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Christ, our peace, you break down the walls that di- vide us;
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Christ, our peace, come, make us one bod-y in  you.

CoMMUNION HYMN God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending ELW #678

(melody ELW #836)

'God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store:

nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door,
gifted by you, we turn to you, off'ring up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

2Skills and time are ours for pressing
toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone;
born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.

3Treasure, too, you have entrusted,
gain through pow'rs your grace conferred;
ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call,
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in God’s grace. Amen



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body
of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN All Things Bright and Beautiful WOV #767
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1 Each lit - tle flow’r that o - pens, each lit - tle bird that sings,
2 The pur-ple-head - ed moun-tains, the riv - er run - ning by,
3 The cold wind in the win - ter, the pleas-ant sum-mer sun,
4 God gave us eyes (o see them, and lips that we might tell
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God made their glow-ing  col - ors, God made their ti - ny  wings.
the sun - set, and the morn - ing that bright-ens up the  sky.
the ripe fruits in the gar - den, God made them ev - ry  one.
how great is God Al - might -y, who has made all things well.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

10



UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 11, 2026
10:00am Worship Service

OCTOBER BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH
Pony Power Therapies

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH
MONDAY: 6:00 pm Community Table at Ponds
TUESDAY: 6:30 pm AA Meeting
THURSDAY: 7:30 pm Band Practice
SUNDAY: 10:00 am Worship

TODAY’S MINISTERS
GUEST PASTOR: Rev. Keith Ross  FLOWER GUILD: Nancy Krause

MusICIAN: Jerri Angermueller VIDEO TECH: Alex Boyce
LAY READER: Victoria Boyce COUNTERS: Joan Ludke &
USHER: Cesar Rios Cesar Rios
GREETER: Amy Ludke COORDINATING COUNCILOR:
ALTAR GUILD: Marilyn Rubner & Victoria Boyce

Karen Bell COFFEE HOUR:

ABOUT THE PASTOR: Pastor Keith Ross is an ordained Minister of
Word and Sacrament in the Reformed Church in America and
currently serves a hospice chaplain at Holy Name Hospice. Pastor
Keith has a deep compassion for caring for others in hospice, both
through his healthcare work and his ministry wherever that may be.
He values building authentic relationships and helping people
experience God’s presence in times of grief, loss, and death.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Blessing of The Animals: Today! October 4" at 1:00pm outside.
Pastor Kimberly will lead us for a special blessing of the animals! All
animals, real or stuffed, or a picture are welcome to come and receive
a blessing! Monetary donations are accepted, as well as dog, cat,
fish, gerbil, and any other kind of animal food to be donated to the
local animal shelter, R.E.W.AR.! If you have any questions, please
reach out to Kim.

Happy Birthday Mario!!: October 11", after worship service

Video game fan or not, join us after church for a special coffee hour to

celebrate Mario's birthday and Mario Kart racing on the large screen.
1




Book Club on Zoom at 7:00 pm:

October 12t": “The Only Woman in the Room” by Marie Benedict

Bible Study: Join us on October 155t at noon for Bible Study. We are
returning to the book A is for Alabaster. If you need a copy, check the
church library or let Joan or Eleanore know.

Oktoberfest: Saturday, October 24th from 6-8:00pm

Please RSVP by October 16th ! Hosted this year by Nancy Krause,
we will have sausages, frankfurters and other German foods. There is
a sign-up sheet for attendance and other items/dishes needed.
Please be sure to speak with Nancy if you can help...more hands

always welcome!!

THE ") Please keep in prayer the following people in our
P?\ IER Messiah family: Jonny & Natalie, Kim, Len, Mike, Sue
or PRAYER and Alex. And the following friends and family:

Those in the armed forces,
especially those connected to
our congregation including
Evan and Joseph

Erika, Kristen’s sister

June, Lee’s mother

Keith, Karen & Clyde, Valerie's

brother & friends
Marilyn & Vincent, Lisa’s
parents
Melinda & Paul, Eleanore’s
sister & nephew
Miro, Vesna’s father
Ron & June, Karen’s parents
Gayle, friend of Joan &
Eleanore
Janice, food pantry volunteer
Jennifer, friend of Sue &
Eleanore
John, Joan, Todd, Peggy, Jim,

Kathy, Carol, Ellie, and Marianne

& family, Ron &
Marilyn’s friends

Kim, friend of Sue

Mark and Keith, Susanne’s
friends

Michele H., friend of
Weintraub’s

Nancy and Bobby, friend and
uncle of Kim

Peggy & Christine, Alex’s aunts

Peter, Terri’s father

Maria, Gary, & Julie, friends of
Tony & Edie

Alexa, Hank, Paula, Julie,

Cynthia & Samy, friends and
coworkers of Nancy

Andrew & Caroline, friends of
Kim & Michele

The family of Charles Oremland

Roland, son of Eleonore

*Please let us know if you have changes we should make to our prayer list*

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-741287, Christian Copyright Licensing International #774524, and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies #SAS 022700.
Excerpts from Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, translated and edited by Roland H. Bainton, © 1997, Fortress Press



