MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

A faithful, serving community, joyfully sharing Christ's love.
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

August 2, 2026
< E 228 Ramapo Valley Rd, Oakland NJ 07436
_ www.messiahoaklandnj.org | 201-337-4900
O @MessiahOaklandNJ
Sunday Worship 10:00 am

The congregation is invited to worship in any way that is comfortable and meaningful such as standing, sitting, kneeling,
coloring, etc. You may join in worship by speaking the responses in bold type.

SILENT MEDITATION DURING PRELUDE
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures
forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your
peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father,
++ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW #712
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor - ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
”4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap -tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser- vants,bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur- dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con - se - crat - ing
by your Spir - it
stir-ring us  to
that your ser - vants, Lord, in

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Glorious God, your generosity waters the world
with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us
a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
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ev - ry gift which you im - part.
send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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to your pur - pose

HYMN OF PRAISE Though the Earth Shall Change  ACS #1035
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Though the earth shall change, though the moun-tains trem-ble,
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though the wa - ters rage, you, God, are here.
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Though the na-tions war, though the peo - ples bat - tle,
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though the em - pire fal - ters, we will not fear.




FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5

'Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price.? Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in
rich food.? Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may
live. | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure
love for David.* See, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader
and commander for the peoples.® Now you shall call nations that you
do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has
glorified you.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God.

THE PsSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 will be read responsively
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
°LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your
works.
4The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are
bowed down.
>The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,

and you give them their food in due season.
8You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing.
'"You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your
works.
8You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you
faithfully.
9You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry
and save them.
20'You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall
destroy.
2TMy mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;

let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.



SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5

'] am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience
confirms it by the Holy Spirit—? | have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. 3For | could wish that | myself were accursed
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters,
my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship,
and the promises; °to them belong the patriarchs, and from them,
according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed
forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #175
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GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel According to Matthew 14:13-21

Glory to you, O Lord

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,]
he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.
4When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had
compassion for them and cured their sick. "® When it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the
hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” 1 Jesus said to them, “They
need not go away; you give them something to eat.” '” They replied,
“We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” '® And he said,
“Bring them here to me.” ® Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 2° And all ate
and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken
pieces, twelve baskets full. 2! And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken ACS #966
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1 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken by the
2 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken in a
3 Loaves are bro - ken, words are spo - ken, as in
4 By the loaves  you break and give us, send us
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Gal - 1 - le - an shore. Je - sus, Bread of life from
qui - et room one night. In the bread and wine you
faith we gath - er  here. Je - sus speaks a - cross the
in your name to share bread for which the mil - lions
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heav - en, was their food for - ev - er - more.
gave them, Christ, you came as Light from Light.
a -  ges: “I am with you; do not fear!”
hun - ger, words that tell your love and care.
Q Il, Refrain
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peo - ple. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, such as a handshake, hug, or peace sign and may say,
"Peace be with you,” or similar words.

OFFERING

Offering can be left in the plates at the back of the sanctuary, sent to the church office, or given online by using the QR
code to the right.

EEENEn
OFFERTORY Take My Life, That | May Be (vs. 2) ELW #3583
Refrain Take my silver and my gold,
Take my life, that | may be not a mite would | withhold;
consecrated, Lord, to thee; take my intellect and use
take my moments and my days; ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.
let them flow in ceaseless praise. Refrain

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher, your magnificent
creation springs forth from your Word. All that has life and breath
praises your name. For your Word that sustains the earth, we thank
you, O God. We thank you, O God.

You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world. He healed the
sick, fed the hungry, preached your mercy and called us to faith. For
your Word in our Lord Christ, we praise you, O God. We praise you,
O God.

Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word, that we may grow in grace,
bearing the fruits of redemption, and sharing your strength and beauty
with all the world. For your Word in our lives, we entreat you, O God.
We entreat you, O God.

Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer, for the sake of your
living Word, Jesus our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Here | Am, Lord ELW #574
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1 “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “L the Lord of wind and flame. I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?”
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?”
N s Refrain . . .
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Here I am, Lord. Is 1t I, Lord? I have heard you
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call-ing in the night. I will go, Lord, if you
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my  heart.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near, go share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 9, 2026
10:00am Worship

AUGUST BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH
ELCA Global Mission

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-741287, Christian Copyright Licensing International #774524, and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies #SAS022700.
Excerpts from Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, translated and edited by Roland H. Bainton, © 1997, Fortress Press
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH
MONDAY: 6:00 Community Table at Ponds Reformed Church
TUESDAY: 6:30 pm AA Meeting
THURSDAY: 7:30 pm Band practice

SUNDAY: 10:00 am Worship
TODAY’S MINISTERS

LAY LEADER: Nancy Krause FLOWER GUILD: Nancy Krause
MusiclAN: Robin VanDyk VIDEO TECH: Alex Boyce
LAY READER: Jerri Angermueller COUNTERS: Linda Axtell &
USHER: Don Brown Joan Ludke
GREETER: Sue Boyce COORDINATING COUNCILOR:
ALTAR GUILD: Jerri Angermueller & Alex Boyce

Nancy Krause COFFEE HOUR: Sue Boyce

ANNOUNCEMENTS

International Dinner: We will have an International Night on Saturday,
August 22, at 6:00 p.m. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Bring your
favorite international dish and we’ll have a great potluck. Please speak
with Valerie Nicolosi if you have questions or are able to help!

Book Club on Zoom at 7:00 pm:
August 10™: “Miss Morgan's Book Brigade: A Novel” by Janet Skeslien Charles
September 14" "Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi

THE n Please keep in prayer the following people in our Messiah
P?!IER family: Jonny & Natalie, Kim, Len, Mike, Sue and Alex. And
oF PRAYER the following friends and family:

All affected by seasonal illnesses; Jennifer, friend of Sue & Eleanore
Those in the armed forces, John, Joan, Todd, Peggy, Jim,
especially those connected to our Kathy, Carol, and Ellie, Ron &
congregation including Marilyn’s friends
Evan and Joseph Kim, friend of Sue
Erika, Kristen’s sister Mark and Keith, Susanne’s friends
June, Lee’s mother Michele H., friend of Weintraubs
Keith, Karen & Clyde, Valerie's Nancy, friend of Kim
brother & friends Peggy & Christine, Alex’s aunts
Marilyn & Vincent, Lisa’s parents Peter, Terri’s father
Melinda & Paul, Eleanore’s sister Thomas, Maria, & Gary, friends of
& nephew Tony & Edie
Miro, Vesna’s father Alexa, Hank, Paula, Julie, Cynthia &
Ron & June, Karen’s parents Samy friends and coworkers of
Gayle, friend of Joan & Eleanore Nancy
Janice, food pantry volunteer *Please let us know if you have changes we

should make to our prayer list*



