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The Resurrection of Our Lord 
April 5, 2026 

228 Ramapo Valley Rd, Oakland NJ 07436 
www.messiahoaklandnj.org | 201-337-4900 

@MessiahOaklandNJ 
Sunday Worship 10:00 am 

 MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A faithful, serving community, joyfully sharing Christ's love. 

 

The congregation is invited to worship in any way that is comfortable and meaningful such as standing, sitting, kneeling, 
coloring, etc. You may join in worship by speaking the responses in bold type. 

 

SILENT MEDITATION DURING PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 
the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break 
down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you 
honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN          Jesus Christ Is Risen Today         ELW #365 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Risen Christ, you meet us with spices and oils in our arms, ready to 
accept that death has finally won. Instead, we find that you have 
conquered death, with new life for us all! Send us from the tomb with 
good news. Anoint us with courage as we step into the new life you 
have won for us on this Easter Sunday. Amen.  
 

KYRIE                                        ELW pg.147-148 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                          ELW pg.149-150 
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FIRST READING: A Reading from Acts 10:34-43 
 

134 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality,35 but in every people anyone 
who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him.36 You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.37 That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.39 We are witnesses to 
all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree,40 but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear,41 not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead.42 He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead.43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 will be read responsively 
 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;  
God’s mercy endures forever. 

2 Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my  

salvation. 
15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the  

righteous: “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD  

acts valiantly!” 
17 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD. 
18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to  

death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness;  

I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 “This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and  

you have become my salvation. 
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22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief  
cornerstone. 

23 By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made;  

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

SECOND READING: A Reading from Colossians 3:1-4 
 

1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.2 Set your minds on 
the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth,3 for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ 
who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
glory. 
 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Alleluia                             ELW pg. 151 

 

THE GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His 
appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For 
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.  
 

5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he 
has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will 
see him.’ This is my message for you.”  
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8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.             Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                       
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     The Strife is O’re, the Battle Done        ELW #366 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  THE NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
God, in your grace, tend to our prayers.  
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, such as a handshake, hug, or peace sign and may say, 
"Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

OFFERING 
Offering can be left in the plates at the back of the sanctuary, sent to the church office, or given online by using the QR 

code to the right. 
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OFFERTORY                            Let the Vineyards                         ELW #184  

 

OFFERING PRAYER AND PIGGY BANK BLESSING 
Piggy Banks today are blessed and donated to God’s Global Barnyard. Donations can be given through the 

offering plate or online marked “God’s Global Barnyard.” 
 

We give thanks for the ways you offer your time, talents, and treasures for the 
work of the church. Let us bless our offerings and these Piggy Banks for God’s 
Global Barnyard.  
 

God of all creation, we give you thanks for the abundance of blessings in our 
lives; you give us all that we have and all that we need. Thank you for butterflies 
and daffodils, for music and pastries, for the time we share together here today. 
We give thanks for these piggy banks, overflowing with donations to help your 
children around the world. 
 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love poured out 
for those in need. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.                   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.                   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
 

COMMUNION RESPONSE          Holy Holy Holy                       ELW pg.153 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table of new life.  
Receive the risen Lord. 
 

COMMUNION 
We invite you to commune in whatever way is comfortable to you either from your seat using the prepackaged elements or by 

coming forward to the altar rail. To commune at the altar rail, please proceed down the diagonal aisles and pick up a cup from the 
silver plates. You will be given a wafer and then offered wine (first chalice) or grape juice (second chalice). For those communing 

online, please join us using whatever bread/crackers and wine/grape juice you have at home. All are welcome at God's table. 
 

The body and blood of Christ, given for you. Amen 
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COMMUNION SONG                Lamb of God                        ELW pg.154  

 

COMMUNION HYMN      Woman Weeping in the Garden         ACS #935 
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TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and 
keep you in God’s grace.  Amen  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 
nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Beloved, receive now this blessing:  

Life and life abundant is yours, today.   
As you leave this place, embrace the transformation you have  

found here.  
Like water changed to wine, we can share delight beyond 
measure.  
Like new wineskins for new wine, we can stretch and change,  

new vessels for God’s goodness.  
Like the wine and oil of the Samaritan on his way from 
Jerusalem to Jericho,  

we can offer blessing, even as we seek healing.  
God blesses you with abundance.  
Christ blesses you with grace.  
The Spirit blesses you with love overflowing.  
Trust this blessing as you go, and pour yourself out to a world in  

need. Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN     Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds     ELW #367 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. Thanks be to God. 
Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN EASTER EGG HUNT AND FELLOWSHIP! 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  Second Sunday of Easter, April 12, 2026 | 10:00am Worship Service 
 

APRIL BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH 
His Helping Hands 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
MONDAY: Office Closed for Easter Sabbath 

6:00pm Community Dinner at Ponds 
TUESDAY: 6:30 pm AA Meeting 
THURSDAY: 7:30 pm Band practice 
SUNDAY:    10:00 am Worship 

 

TODAY’S MINISTERS 
 

PASTOR: Rev. Courtney Smith Westerlund 
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Bob Luderer 
LAY READER: Nancy Krause  
USHER: Don Brown 
GREETER: Lee Haymon 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Jerri Angermueller & Nancy Krause  
ALTAR GUILD: Marilyn Rubner & Kristen Rios 
VIDEO TECH: Alex Boyce 
COUNTERS: Eleanore Orman & Joan Ludke 
COORDINATING COUNCILOR: Valerie Nicolosi 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Join us tomorrow, April 6th, at Ponds Reformed for Community Table 
Dinner from 6-8pm! 

 

His Helping Hands Collection: During the month of April we are 
collecting items to make summer hygiene kits for His Helping Hands. 
Join us April 19th to hear from Joe, the CEO and Founder! Then, join 
us on April 26th to assemble the hygiene kits after worship! 
 

Book Club on Zoom at 7:00 pm:  
April 13th:“The Berry Pickers” by Amanda Peters 
 

Community Thrift Ship of Midland Park: Spring is coming and so is 
Messiah's yearly volunteering project for the Community Thrift Shop of 
Midland Park. A sign up sheet is in the narthex for shifts on Tuesday, 
April 28th and Thursday, April 30th (morning shift is 10-12 and  afternoon 
shift is 1-3). Please reach out to Marilyn for more information! 
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EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
Thank you to all who helped beautify our nave with the gift of Easter flowers.  Plants may be taken after the 

worship service this morning and the children are invited to take one of the small hyacinth plants.   

Given By:   
  Don Brown    In memory of Joan Brown 
  Nancy Krause    In memory of Loved Ones 
  Marilyn & Ron Rubner  In memory of Loved Ones 
  Grace Slingerland  In memory of Loved Ones 
  Smith Westerlund  In memory of Loved Ones &  
        In gratitude for new life 
  Haymon Family   In memory of Loved Ones 
  Ludke Family    In memory of Loved Ones 
  Brigitte Albrecht   In honor of Loved Ones 
  Boyce Family    In honor of Fjorn Fuduli,  
  Boyce Family    In honor of Washofer Paretns 
  Boyce Family    In honor of Donald Boyce 
  Boyce Family    In Blessings Received &  
        Memory of Loved Ones 
  Valerie & Len Nicolosi In memory of Loved Ones 
  Susanne Herbst  In memory of Loved Ones 
  Angermueller Family Loved family 
  Kim Niland    In Memory of Mom and Dad 
  O’Neil Family    In memory of Loved Ones 
  Rios Family     In memory of Loved Ones 
  Lindstrom Family   In memory of Loved Ones 
  Terry Vollmin    In memory of Loved Ones 
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Please keep in prayer the following people in our 
Messiah family: 
Bob, Helen, Jonny & Natalie, Kim, Len, Mike, and Sue. 

And the following friends and family:  
All affected by seasonal 
illnesses  
All those in the armed forces, 

especially those connected to our 
congregation, Evan and Joseph  

Jeff  
David 
Kurt 
Peter & Joyce 
Mark and Keith, Susanne’s friends 
Gayle, friend of Joan & Eleanore 
June, Lee’s mother 
Miro, Vesna’s father 
Erika, Kristen’s sister 
Thomas, friend of Tony & Edie 
John, Joan, Herb, Todd, Gus, 

Peggy, Jim, Kathy, and Carol, 
Ron and Marilyn’s friends 

Kim, friend of Sue 

Marilyn & Vincent, Lisa’s parents 
Ron & June, Karen’s parents 
Melinda & Paul, Eleanore’s sister 

& nephew  
Jennifer, friend of Sue & Eleanore 
Nancy, friend of Kim 
Peggy & Christine, Alex’s aunts 
Karol & Barbara, Eleanore’s 
friends 
Alexa and Hank friends of Nancy 
Peter, Terri’s father 
Julie, family friend of Nancy 
Paula, friend of Nancy 
Janice, food pantry volunteer 
Kieth,  Karen & Clyde, Valerie’s  
brother and friends 

 

*Please let us know if you have changes we should make to our 
prayer list* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-741287, CCLI #774524, and Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies #SAS022700. All scripture quotations are taken from the NRSVUE.  Copyright © 2021 NCCC in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Pouring Out Grace: Prayers of Intercession, Offering Prayer 
(adapted), Inv. to commun.,Prayer after communion, Blessing © 2025 Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission. [Adapted 

by Pastor Courtney Smith Westerlund.] 


