
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Messiah Lutheran Church  SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Rev. Julie Haspel, Pastor   Contemporary Worship: 8:45am 
Email: info@messiahoaklandnj.org  Christian Education: 9:45am 
Church phone: 201-337-4900  Traditional Worship: 10:45am 
 

 
 

Giving up guilt 
Rev. Greg Boyle, a Jesuit priest who ministers to high-risk youth in Los Angeles, once quipped, “I … don’t do guilt. I 
gave it up for Lent years ago.” Many Christians give up something for Lent but usually not guilt! Rather, Lent is seen 
as a time to somberly examine our sinful nature.  
 
Having witnessed sin’s tragic effects through addiction, violence and gang warfare, Father Boyle realizes that 
dwelling on guilt doesn’t lead to hope or healing. Instead, he helps young people discover their God-given strengths 
and their ability to make life-affirming choices. His nonprofit Homeboy Industries provides positive alternatives for 
teenagers, who are reminded not of their guilt but of their identity as God’s beloved children.  
 
On Good Friday Jesus conquered sin and death so we don’t have to wallow in guilt. Giving our lives to God frees us 
to live in the joy of forgiveness. 
 
‘A different beautiful’ 
Brenna Westlake, now 5, was born with a condition that makes her skin grow too fast, become thick and inflexible, 
and look red and scaly. While managing Brenna’s complex care and helping her master developmental milestones, her 
parents have made new discoveries about beauty.  
 
“Sometimes the most beautiful things … come from the unexpected parts of life that encourage us to search a little 
harder to find where the beauty lies — to put aside preconceived notions about what beautiful is and what it isn’t,” 
writes Courtney Westlake in A Different Beautiful (Shiloh Run Press).  
 
“There is a different beautiful than the perfection our culture often worships. That beautiful is found not when we open 
our eyes but rather when we open our hearts. That different beautiful is found in the uniqueness God has bestowed on 
every single one of us and the gifts he has placed within us to be shared with the world.” 
 

 
 
 
 

  A faithful, serving community, joyfully sharing Christ’s love. 
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Invocation 
Before we remember You, You are thinking of us. 
Before we talk to You, You are listening. 
Before we know we’re in trouble, You are saving us. 
Before we try to please You, You are loving us. 
Before we recognize our sin, You are forgiving us. 
Before we see each other, You are gathering us together. 
Before we invoke Your presence, You are here. 

-Martha Barr 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Our journey begins!  What journey, you ask?  Well, our Lenten journey, which begins on 
Ash Wednesday this March 1st.  Our Sunday worship services will focus our attention again 
and again to God and to God’s promises.  This season will place special attention on the gift 
of Baptism.  All of our readings focus on movement from death to life, very much mirroring 
our own baptismal process and promise. 
 
This Lent, may this movement reshape our hearts, turning us from all those things that can 
separate us from God.  Turn and return to God who stands with us, waiting constantly and 
steadfastly. 
 
Lent culminates with the celebration of the Three Days:  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and the Resurrection of Our Lord.  The movement of these three days will, again, mirror this 
movement from death to new life. 
 
Join in this journey.  Let us journey together and run to the empty tomb of Easter. 
 
      Pastor Julie 



 
 
Wednesday, March 1, 7:30pm:  Ash Wednesday Communion  
 
 
 
Saturday March 4, 9:00am: Property Work Day – we are cleaning the pews, 

vacuuming and polishing.  Please join us for this important annual workday. 
 
Wednesday March 8, 15, and 22. Join us on Wednesday evenings 

this Lent beginning at 6:15 for a soup and sandwich supper 
followed by our evening worship at 7:30.   

 
Sunday March 12, Spring Forward - Daylight Savings Time 
Begins 
 
Sunday March 12: Men’s Breakfast at 8am. 
 
Wednesday March 29, 7:00pm:  Rick Steve’s video on Martin Luther’s Reformation. 
  
Thursday April 13, 7:30pm: Maundy Thursday Communion 
 
Friday April 14, 7:30pm: Good Friday Service  
 
Sunday April 16, Easter Sunday 

 8:45am - Contemporary Easter Worship 
 9:00am - 10:15am - Easter Breakfast 
10:00am - Easter Egg Hunt 
10:45am – Festive Easter Communion Service 

 
Easter Breakfast, Sunday April 16 
Once again, everyone is invited to attend our annual Easter 
morning breakfast.  We will begin serving at 9:00am.  To 
help with food preparations, please sign up on the chart in 
the narthex or call Bill Herbst.  We also need people for set-
up and clean-up. Thank you! 



 
With Awe and Love 

 
 The theme for our Mid-week Lenten Series is “With Awe and Love.”  In celebration 
of Luther 500, we will explore Luther’s Small Catechism.  Luther wrote the Small 
Catechism as a family resource for parents to teach the faith to their children at home.  The 
Small Catechism includes a simple explanation of the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments.  Luther also included scripture readings and prayers to 
serve as a family service that included teachings on the faith. 
 
 We will gather as a family every Wednesday night in Lent, 
starting on March 8 (except March 29, see below).  We will share 
supper at 6:15 and begin worship at 7:30.  I hope you will join us as we 
explore the basics of our faith as we continue through this 500th 
Anniversary year. 
 

As a special event, we will view Rick Steve’s video on Martin Luther’s Reformation 
on March 29 in lieu of the service.  We plan to invite local churches to hear how the 
reformation movement grew.  We will start at 7:00pm.  Please plan to attend! 
 

Since its earliest days, the season of Lent has been a time of education in the 
fundamentals of the faith.  Often times, there would be baptisms at the Easter Vigil.  Lent 
was seen as a time of preparation for Baptism.  Martin Luther encouraged preaching on the 
catechism to strengthen faith and community in faith. 



 
February 25, 2017 

 The Roast Pork Dinner, for the 2018 Houston Youth Gathering, has been 
rescheduled for a new date.  More information will be available soon. 

 The New Executive Committee for 2017 is as follows: 

o Council President: Joan Ludke 

o Council Vice President: Eleanore Orman 

o Treasurer: Ron Rubner  

o Secretary: Carol King 

 THANK YOU LETTERS were received from Lutheran World Relief for the 
personal care kits from our Sunday School and from the Center for Hope and Safety 
for the 80 coats donated to them. 

 We have purchased a new projector and will be showing the Martin Luther film as 
part of our REFORMATION 500 Celebration.  Midweek Lenten services will be 
based on Luther's Small Catechism. 

 SHOPRITE SUPER BOWL SUNDAY results:  87 cartons of food, $689 in 
cash donations for the Center for Food Action.  This was the best year ever and thank 
you to everyone who helped make this possible. 

 Pastor Julie asked that on her days off, Friday and Saturday, only in emergency 
situations should she be called, texted, or messaged on facebook and no contacts 
should be made after 9pm any night except in an emergency.   

 MEMORIAL SERVICE for Ruth Hendrickson - March 18, 2017 at Messiah, 11am.  
Lunch to follow. 

 Council voted to allow Pastor Julie to use $2,500 in Continuing Ed funds toward her 
12 day Luther Tour, July 18-29, 2017. 

 VOLUNTEER NEEDED to keep the church sign on the front lawn updated, 
changing worship times and messages as needed.  Anyone interested is asked to 
speak to Pastor and/or Nancy.  



 
 

Music and Worship Discussion 

Thank you to all who joined in on the open discussion for music and worship 
planning.   

We discussed how to contain the length of the contemporary service, adding a 
children’s music component and keeping the music easy to sing. 

For the traditional service we set a schedule for using different worship settings, hymnal 
setting 3 for Lent, setting 4 for Easter, and introducing a new Marty Haugen setting after 
Easter. 

Planning is beginning for a special worship service for Pentecost to involve all ages 
and music groups.  Pastor, Bob, Fred, and anyone else interested will be bringing ideas of 
plays, music, liturgy, and stories to use for this special production. 

 We can still use additional volunteers to help at Sunday services: 

  Greeters for both services Ushers 

  Readers   Coffee Hour servers and clean-up 

  Communion Assistants Altar Guild 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Julie or me with any other suggestions you have.  
Sunday worship is the focus of our entire church week and it should be meaningful and 
inspirational for us all. 

 
Joan Ludke  



 

Souper Bowl Sunday Food Drive Wins the Day! 
 
The Evangelism Committee would like to thank everyone who helped make a big success of 
our 7th annual food collection at ShopRite on February 5, Super Bowl Sunday.  As Pastor 
Julie said in the sermon, “as a community of faith we can accomplish a lot if we join in 
together.” This was proven on that day.  
There were over 33 people who worked that day to make it the best year ever. We collected 
87 boxes of much needed food, plus $689.00 in cash.  
 

Bill Herbst 
 

 
      for RUTH HENDRICKSON 
I am happy to tell you that our Messiah family will have an opportunity to show our love for 
Ruth by having a part in the luncheon following the service on March 18th.  After speaking 
to Eric Hendrickson, it has been agreed that Messiah will take charge of coffee, 
beverages, dessert and of course, set up and clean up.  The Hendrickson family will have 
sandwiches and salads catered by Market Basket.   

 Set up will be at 8:30am Saturday morning, March 18th.  We will be setting up for 
about 100 people.  VOLUNTEERS will be needed to help that morning.   

 Desserts and beverages are needed for 100 people.  Banana bread needs to be one of 
the desserts! A sign up chart will be posted in the narthex.   

 Listen during announcements after worship for info updates.  Anyone with questions 
can call Carol King anytime.  

Carol King  



 

 
 

Refugee Advocates: What can I do? 
A Free Workshop in Montclair 

Saturday, March 25 - 10AM - Noon 
First Lutheran Church 
153 Park Street 07042 

973-744-6043 
 

 
Schedule: 
9:45 - 10:15 - Continental breakfast        
10:15 - 11:30 – Presentation by The Rev. Sara Lilja  
11:30 - noon - question and answer period  
 
Sponsored by: 
Bishop Tracie Bartholomew and the New Jersey Synod ELCA 
LEAMNJ - Rev. Sara Lilja 
Northern Mission District - NJ Synod 
Gateway Mission District - NJ Synod 
 

 



 

BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH 

ELCA World Hunger 
 

Nearly 800 million people – that's 1 in 9 people in our world today – are hungry. 

As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and 
gets to work.  
Working with and through our congregations, in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely 
positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to animal 
husbandry, community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible 
for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger 
and poverty. Learn More. 
 
Hunger facts 

 795 million people around the world – that’s 1 in 10 – can't access the food they need to 
live active, healthy lives. [1] 

 1 billion people live in extreme poverty on less than $1.25 per day. That's 14.5% of the 
world's population. [2] 

 At some point in 2014, more than 48 million people in the United States were unsure 
where their next meal might come from. [3] 

 46.7 million Americans were living in poverty in 2014. For a family of four, this means 
their annual household income was below $23,850. [4] 



To All Members of Messiah Lutheran Church 

Total Income in January was $23.0K versus expenses of $18.9K, 
resulting in a surplus of $4.1K.    

Restricted Accounts decreased $2.9K, from $79.3K to $76.4K in 
January. The deficit of $3.4K in 2016 was written off to the 
restricted accounts. Excluding the deficit, there was an increase of 
$.5K in January.  

Cash Accounts (Checking and Savings) increased $4.6K, from 
$75.9K to $80.5K in January.   

Ron Rubner, Treasurer 
 
Below is a financial comparison of January 2017 to January 2016.      
Total Income in January 2017 was $23.0K vs. $22.1K in January 2016.  Income for Ministry 
at Messiah for January 2017 was $21.5K vs. $20.7K for January 2016.  Income for Mission 
Support for January 2017 was $1.5K vs. $1.5K in January 2016. 
Total Expenses in January 2017 were $18.9K vs. $18.2K in January 2016. Expenses for 
Ministry at Messiah for January 2017 were $17.1K vs. $16.2K in January 2016. Expenses 
for Mission Support for January 2017 were $1.9K vs. $1.9K in January 2016. 

 
Year to Date - January 2017 

 
 Budget 2017 Actual 2016 Actual 
Income Accounts    
01, Ministry at Messiah     16,897.00     21,542.00    20,661.00 
02, Mission Support       1,608.00       1,479.00      1,455.00 
    
Total Income   $18,505.00   $23,021.00       $22,116.00 
    
Expense Accounts    
01, Ministry at Messiah     16,540.00     17,058.00   16,227.00 
02, Mission Support       1,950.00       1,890.00      1,925.00 
    
Total Expenses   $18,490.00   $18,948.00  $18,152.00 
    
Income Less Expense $15.00     $4,073.00    $3,964.00 

 



 

EASTER LILIES and HYACINTHS may be dedicated to the Glory of God and/or given in 
memory of loved ones.  Plants will be purchased by our flower guild and may be taken after 
the 10:45am service on Easter Sunday morning.  Donation: $10.  Please sign up in the 
narthex and use the special offering envelope. 

 
 



 

 


