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M E S S E N G E R 
The 

A taste of heaven 
When an admirer asked renowned pianist Vladmir Horowitz how he could play so beautifully, he’s said to have 
replied that anyone could play the notes, but the true music lay in the pauses between them. The same can be said 
of life.  
 
Rabbi Evan Moffic (Shalom for the Heart) writes, “It is in the pauses — the rests, the spaces in between — that 
meaning is made and that holiness is felt.” Nowadays we keep so busy there’s hardly a pause or space in our day.  
 
“But that’s not the way God created us [or] the world,” Moffic continues. “God worked, then rested. God created, 
then paused. … Thus, our Sabbath is the day when we can marvel at the beauty of the world God created. It is the 
day we enjoy what the ancient sages called ‘a taste of heaven.’ It is a day when we stop thinking about the what of 
life and remind ourselves of the why of life.” 
  
Why God watches 
An English bishop recalled a childhood visit to an elderly woman, who showed him a framed text that read “Thou 
God seest me.”  
 
The woman told him, “When you’re older, people will tell you that God is always watching you to see when you 
do wrong, in order to punish you. I don’t want you to think of it that way. Instead, take the text home and 
remember all your life that God loves you so much he can’t take his eyes off you.” 
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Dear Friends, 
 
As we begin to step into the Fall season together, this year will be a bit different than 
what we have experienced in the past.  As you know, this year is the 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation.   
 
There have been many activities to prepare us for this celebration in October.  We’ve 
studied together to try to grasp a sense of the historic impact that the Reformation had on 
the world.  I even had a chance to travel to Germany this summer to walk in Martin 
Luther’s footsteps.  We will have more opportunities to gather and learn this Fall. And 
indeed, we will celebrate Reformation Sunday on October 29th. 
 
We have gone through all of this preparation for a reason.  We celebrate how we have 
arrived where we are, and ask a very critical question: What comes next?  We cannot 
answer this question without God’s grace and direction, but where do we venture now 
that we see how God has brought us through all of these years. 
 
This is a question to be answered through prayer and discernment.  I invite you to this 
task.  Spend time in prayer, asking God for discernment.  My prayer is that when we 
gather together in our worship community, we will be filled with new energy and vision 
as we seek to be what we have been called to be: a community of believers, joyfully 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
We are part of God’s Kingdom as we usher in the next 500 years.  Indeed, what is next? 
 
Peace to you all,  
Pastor Julie 
  



 

Sunday, September 3, at both services:  The Blessing of the Backpacks (more info 
inside newsletter) 

 
Saturday, September 9, 9:00am: Property Work Day 
 
 

  
Sunday, September 10, Rally Day!  Starting at 10am join us for Worship, celebrating 

with the best of both contemporary and traditional music.  It will be a festive day 
as we will celebrate Rally Day with a joint service.  Following worship, we will 
join together in our annual picnic to kick off a new year together. 

 
Wednesday, September 13, 7:30pm:  Worship and Music Meeting 

 

 
 
Thursday, September 14, 7:30pm: Choir resumes Thursday 
evening rehearsals.  New members are welcomed as always! 
 
 

Sunday, September 17, 1:00pm to 4:00pm:  Painting with a Twist (more information 
inside) 

 
Monday, September 25, 7:30pm Messiah Book Club Kick-off! (more information 

inside) 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 17, our regular WORSHIP SCHEDULE resumes: 
     8:45am:  CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

9:45 to 10:30 a.m.  Christian Education or join in singing a new song  
to the Lord - practice with the CHOIR 

10:45am:  TRADITIONAL WORSHIP         

4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function,  5so we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  
6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith;  7ministry, in ministering; the 
teacher, in teaching;  8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness.  Romans 12:4–8 
 

On Sunday, September 3, we will hold a Blessing of the Backpacks at both services.  
This blessing will be for anyone who uses their backpack, briefcase, laptop, Ipad, or other 
bag in their daily lives.  We will pray God’s blessing, as well as offer prayers for safety 
for the coming year.  See you there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sunday September 17, 9:45am: Sunday School Classes 
begin!  
 Join us for another year of adventure as we explore the 
Bible and learn about our Christian Faith.  There will be 
storytelling, Bible reading, arts and crafts, and so much 
more.  Hope to see you there!  
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Fund Raiser  
for the 2018 National Youth Gathering 

1-4pm, Sunday September 17 
200 Rock Rd, Glen Rock, NJ  07452 

 
Advance Ticket Sales Only until September 10 

$40 Payable to Messiah Lutheran Church 
Includes light lunch and soft drinks, BYOB  

and of course, painting supplies to make a 16x20 canvas. 
 

Bring a friend!  All are welcome,  
but space is limited so reserve your spot today.   
See Nikki Trouwborst or Sue Boyce to sign up. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention All Readers! 
 
As you may remember from the last Messenger, in 
September we will begin a book discussion group at 
Messiah Lutheran Church.  Members, family and 

friends are all welcome. 
 
We will meet once a month at 7:30 on a Monday evening to discuss the book for the 
month.  Books have been selected for the first three months.  The group will decide what 
to read and discuss for the following months.  Topics will vary, and we expect that they 
will encompass a wide spectrum of authors and titles.  The schedule for the Fall is as 
follows: 
                September 25 – Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo 
                October 23 – The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
                November 27 – Joshua by Joseph F. Girzone 
Light refreshments will be available. 
                 
The Oakland Library will order copies of the books each month.  We will have copies of 
the September book for you in the office during the last week of August. 
Please consider joining us – every month or as time and interest permit.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Julie, Joan Ludke, Sharon Monk or me. 
 
Eleanore Orman for the Dream Team 

  



Blessing of the Animals 
On Sunday, October 8th at 1 p.m., there will be a Blessing of the 
Animals in the Outdoor Chapel at Messiah. Often, this service is 
celebrated in October near the commemoration of Francis of Assisi, 
renewer of the church, 1182–1226.  Please plan to bring your 
friends, your family, and your pet for our annual blessing. 
 
 

Hello, Houston!  Registration this September 

Call Pastor Julie with any questions! 

How Do Our Crops Grow?   
As of 8/20 we have picked about 150 pounds of vegetables!  Little low this year.  
Trouble with critters and excessive rain at times.   
 
We are still in need of volunteers to pick vegetables as the growing season ends.  
Sometime the end of September or beginning of October we will also need help 
clearing the garden for the season and hopefully adding compost.   
Anyone interested in helping, please contact the office.  
 

 
 

 
On behalf of my family, I would again like to thank you for all of your care and concern over my 
recent surgery. Your prayers, your cards, and meals made my recovery that much more seamless.  
Through this, I am reminded of who it is that binds our community together in love. I am doing 
much better now and am thankful to be back among you.  
 
Thank you all, 
Pastor Julie 
 

SEPTEMBER BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH 

Putting Prayers to Action (formerly, TLC) 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted. Luke 4:18a 

Putting Prayers to Action, Inc is a 501c3 non- profit organization. All donation are tax-
deductible! They are committed to changing the world, one life at a time with Mercy, Love & 
Grace through Christ Jesus, Our Lord. 

They serve the people in the Appalachian region of Kentucky, Virginia, and West Virginia.  It 
provides high quality hand-sewn clothing and hand-constructed accessories as well as retail 
and custom-made items such as underwear, socks, shoes, and winter coats.  They also have 
food drives and make personal care kits.   

Visit the website at http://www.prayerstoaction.com/default.html  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Special THANKS to all who placed flowers on the altar during July and August: 
July 2   - Charlie Hashagen, in loving memory of his wife, Lois. 
July 23 – Mary Ellen Twomey in memory of Bill Twomey. 
August 13 – Mike and Lisa O’Neil, in celebration of their wedding anniversary.   
  

 
 
To All Members of Messiah Lutheran Church 

Total Income in July was $15.6K versus expenses of $18.9K, 
resulting in a deficit of $3.3K.  YTD Total Income is $120.9K versus YTD Total 
Expenses of $129.0K.  YTD there is a deficit of $8.1K.  

Restricted Accounts decreased $3.7K, from $136.7K to $133.0K in July.  There is a 
net increase of $53.7K since January 1st.  

Cash Accounts (Checking and Savings) decreased $6.9K, from $131.8K to $124.9K 
in July. There is a net increase of $49.0K since January 1st.  

Ron Rubner 
Treasurer 
 

Year to Date - July 2017 
 

 Budget 2017 Actual 2016 Actual 
Income Accounts    
01, Ministry at Messiah   118,277.00   111,008.00  110,477.00 
02, Mission Support     11,258.00       9,869.00    10,856.00 
    
Total Income $129,535.00 $120,877.00 $121,333.00 
    
Expense Accounts    
01, Ministry at Messiah   115,783.00   115,254.00  114,202.00 
02, Mission Support     13,650.00     13,744.00     13,919.00 
    
Total Expenses $129,433.00 $128,998.00 $128,121.00 
    
Income Less Expense $102.00  ($8,121.00)  ($6,788.00) 

 
  



 

 
 


