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A Prayer for Neighborliness 
O God, we pray for a broader vision of the needs of humanity, and a deeper compassion to fill those needs; for a 
planting of the seeds of concern for all humanity in our hearts; for a tapping of the wells of generosity. May we live 
together as people who have been forgiven a great debt. May we be gentle, walking softly with one another. May we 
be understanding, lest we shall add to the world’s sorrow or cause to flow needless tears. May we be as anxious for 
the rights of others as we are for our own. May we be as eager to forgive as we are to seek forgiveness. May we 
know no barriers of creed or race or sex, that our love may be like Yours — a love that sees all people as Your 
children and our kin. May we be ministers of humanity.  
—Peter Marshall 

 
Advice from a pumpkin 

 Be well-rounded.  
Get plenty of sunshine.  

Give thanks for life’s bounty.  
Have a thick skin.  

Keep growing.  
Be outstanding in your field.  

Think big!  
—Ilan Shamir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A faithful, serving community, joyfully sharing Christ's love. 

 

Reformation 500 
 
The time has come.  For the past year, we have studied the Small Catechism with Dr. Tim 
Wengert. and used the Small Catechism as the basis of our Lenten worship.  We have 
studied the 95 Theses and why Luther wrote them.  We watched Rick Steves’, “Luther 
and the Reformation” special and invited other congregations in Oakland.  All of these 
activities, and a few more to come, remind us that God is the center of our faith, our 
worship, and our very being.  This is most certainly true! 
 
As we move forward into the next 500 years, we pray that we remain a Reforming 
Church, one that seeks to better understand God and God’s love for all of us.  This 
message will never change and yet how we understand and live this truth will change.  It 
will continue to speak to us in new and exciting ways. 
 
Personally, I am excited for the next 500 years although we certainly will not be around 
for all of it.  I pray that future generations will learn from our experience and our desire 
to remain faithful.   
 
Soli Deo Gloria  
To God alone be the Glory! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Julie 
  



 
Saturday October 7, 9:00am: Property Workday 
 
Sunday, October 8, 8:00am: Men's Breakfast  
 
Sunday, October 8, 1:00pm: Blessing of the 

Animals in the Outdoor Chapel at Messiah. Often, this service 
is celebrated in October to commemorate Francis of Assisi 
(1182–1226), renewer of the church.  Please plan to bring your 
friends, your family, and your pet for our annual blessing. 

 
 
Wednesday, October 11, 7:00pm: Luther: One Man’s Faith in God Launched the 

Greatest Revolution of All 
Join us on October 11 as we watch this movie together in the sanctuary.  
Joseph Fiennes stars as Luther in this sweeping epic, which will certainly 
inform us in preparation for Reformation Sunday.  Hope to see you there! 

 
 
Sunday, October 22, The Rev. Kimberly Vaughn will be our guest 
preacher.  Pastor Vaughn is an Assistant to the Bishop and helps 
congregations connect their understanding of Christian discipleship 
and witness with God’s love for all people, so that they can find ways 

to include, reflect and celebrate the diversity of their surrounding communities.  Please 
mark this date on your calendar! 
 
 

Festival Worship 
On Sunday, October 29, we will celebrate Reformation 
Sunday with services at 8:45am and 10:45am.  In lieu of 
wearing any academic robes, please plan to wear red to 
celebrate the Holy Spirit’s guidance through the years and to 
celebrate the day!  Shaving your head like a monk is optional. 

 
Messiah’s Oktoberfest will be Sunday, November 5, following the combined 10 am 
service.  We will have sausages, frankfurters and other German foods. 
 
If you plan to attend, please sign up on the sheet posted in the Narthex.  There is also a 
sign-up sheet for anyone who would like to bring a dish (specific items listed), help set 
up, serve, cook, and/or clean up.  
 
It is important to know how many will attend by October 27 since meats have to be 
ordered a week in advance.  If you have any questions, please call Brigitte Albrecht. 
 

 
Fish and Chips Dinner (with chicken option available) 

 
On Friday, November 17, the Youth of Messiah will host a Fish and Chips Dinner at the 
Oakland Fire Station.  All proceeds will go to help the Youth attend the National Youth 
Gathering in Houston.  This Gathering will give our Youth the opportunity to help in the 
recovery efforts in Houston.  Throughout the days of the gathering, the youth will spend 
time in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship.  They will 
grow in faith and will be challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.  
 
The dinner will run from 5:30pm to 7:30pm and will cost $18 per person.  Tastefully 
British will cater this meal which will include Fish/Chicken, chips, coleslaw, beverage, 
and dessert.  All tickets must be purchased in advance.  Please invite your family, friends, 
and neighbors to attend! 

 



  
From the September 22 meeting: 

 October 8 - Our Messiah family has been invited to Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Ramsey for Meal Packing. 

 Shed replacement - Lee Haymon will be scheduling a work day to clean up the 
area around the shed to make room to work.  Plans are to empty and tear down the 
shed in the spring in order to install a new shed in its place. 

 Painting with a Twist - 33 people supported this youth sponsored event 
on September 17. 

 Stephen Ministry - We have submitted a NJ Synod grant application for funds 
for this new ministry.  We are waiting to hear. 

 "Living Generously" - Our 2018 Stewardship program will include 
presentations at worship on the 2nd thru 5th Sundays in October with pledges 
dedicated and an Octoberfest on November 5.  Anyone interested in helping on 
November 5 should contact Brigitte Albrecht. 

 Fish & Chips - The youth are sponsoring a Fish & Chips dinner catered by 
Tastefully British on Friday, November 17, 5:30 - 7:30pm, at the Oakland Fire 
House.  The more $18 tickets our church family can sell, the more money 
the youth will make toward their trip to Houston.   
 
 
 

Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 
The “Thanksgiving Tree” will be in full bloom on October 15th! 
All the leaves will name items needed to prepare Thanksgiving 
dinner baskets for the Center for Food Action for distribution to 
local families in need. Please prayerfully consider participating. 
Non-perishable items will be collected until November 12.  
Collection dates for fresh produce and frozen turkeys will be in the 
November newsletter.  Thanks in advance for your generosity. 

 
  

 
 
October is stewardship month at Messiah and each Sunday we will be examining how to 
live, love, and lead generously.  How do we link God’s story with our story and our 
neighbors’ story?  The Bible is God’s love story.  In it we learn of God’s abundant 
mercy, love, and grace.  Our stories are different but each story is a reflection of how we 
live out God’s mercy, grace, and love.  The intersection of God’s story and our story 
leads us to be open to our neighbor’s story. 
 
Beginning on October 8, we will talk about a stewardship commitment that is important 
to our spiritual lives, and to the spiritual health and vitality of our congregation.  We will 
explore these commitments for four weeks.  We will celebrate on November 5 with the 
dedication of these commitments and join in our Octoberfest fellowship dinner following 
the service that day. 
 

God’s Generosity Transforms People 
Generous People Transform the Church 
Generous Churches Transform the World 

  



 
 
Have you ever wondered what a dog thinks and feels?  You already know that they can 
be loving and protective.  Did you also know that they can be philosophical, or that they 
could offer us good advice?  Join us in discussing The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth 
Stein on Monday, October 23rd at 7:30pm.  Copies of the book will be available at church 
shortly.  All are welcome. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Julie, Joan Ludke, Sharon Monk or 
Eleanore Orman. 
 

 
 
 

Celebrate ELCA Missionaries 

and Young Adults in Global Mission 
Each year, more than 225 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
(ELCA) missionaries, including Young Adults in Global Mission,  
serve in more than 40 countries around the world. They are sent by  
the ELCA in response to invitations from our companion churches  
and serve in a variety of roles, working alongside our companions  
to proclaim the gospel, raise up leaders, care for those in need and  
learn new ways of being church together. 
 
Our congregation helps to support the Trozzos, missionaries in Malaysia.  They have 
visited with us and send us regular newsletters, Borneo Briefings.  In October, we will 
join other Lutherans in celebrating and supporting our church’s missionaries. No matter 
who they are or where they serve, every missionary needs our prayers, support and gifts 
to live out their ministry. 
 

 
 
 

We are happy to announce that there is a newly revitalized 
play area for our youngest members in the rear of the sitting area in 
our narthex.  With the nursery school taking up all of the classroom 
space, there was no longer a space designated for our little ones.  So 
welcome to the Pray Ground!  With quiet toys, blocks, games and a 
townscape rug for cars and trains, and shelves full of board books and 
puzzles, we hope that the children will feel at home here.  Parents are 

invited to use the space before, during and after services, and books and puzzles may be 
borrowed to take home to enjoy and bring back.   

If you have a child who becomes restless during church, feel free to use this area 
to amuse him or her; you will still hear the service as it is broadcast to the narthex by 
speakers.  Courtesy of the Dream Team 

 

 
  

BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH 
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA 

 
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) we share 
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. And through God’s grace, we are 

freed to love and serve our neighbors. Always Being Made New: The 
Campaign for the ELCA is our opportunity to invest in the future of this 

church, deepen relationships and expand ministry opportunities that serve our 
neighbors and communities in the United States and around the world. 

 
Together, we can do more. The impact of Always Being Made New: The 

Campaign for the ELCA will go far beyond the nearly $200 million goal. It 
will establish a strong culture of stewardship in which this church will be well-
positioned to do God’s work in Jesus’ name throughout the world, for decades 

to come. 
 



 

 
 
To All Members of Messiah Lutheran Church 

Total Income in August was $11.9K versus expenses of 
$16.3K, resulting in a deficit of $4.4K.  YTD Total 
Income is $132.7K versus YTD Total Expenses of 
$145.3K.  YTD there is a deficit of $12.5K.  

Restricted Accounts increased $.2K, from $133.0K to $133.2K in August.  There 
is a net increase of $53.9K since January 1st.  

Cash Accounts (Checking and Savings) decreased $4.3K, from $124.9K to 
$120.6K in August. There is a net increase of $44.7K since January 1st.  

Ron Rubner 
Treasurer 
 

Year to Date - August 2017 
 

 Budget 2017 Actual 2016 Actual 
Income Accounts    
01, Ministry at Messiah   135,173.00   121,675,00  121,115.00 
02, Mission Support     12,867.00     11,074.00    11,779.00 
    
Total Income $148,040.00 $132,749.00 $132,894.00 
    
Expense Accounts    
01, Ministry at Messiah   132,324.00   129,583.00   129,208.00 
02, Mission Support     15,600.00     15,714.00     15,764.00 
    
Total Expenses $147,924.00 $145,297.00 $144,972.00 
    
Income Less Expense   $116.00 ($12,548.00) ($12,078.00) 

 


