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Lessons from a snowman
• It’s okay to wear white well after Labor Day.
• Simply hanging out in your front yard can be fun.
• Accessories don’t have to be fancy or expensive.
• We’re all made mostly of water.
• You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is written about you.
• So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy?
• Don’t get too much sun.
• Sweating too much can be disastrous!
God’s promised spring
Like winter, some seasons of our faith journey feel cold, barren, devoid of life. Will renewal ever come? Will
spring flourish again in our heart? Yet the world bears witness to God’s power to bring new life where all
seems lost.
In the early 1990s, the St. Louis neighborhood of South City deteriorated sharply due to a stagnant economy,
population decline and crime. Then Bosnian refugees started settling there. Thousands of people renovated
abandoned houses and other buildings; they started businesses and brought skilled labor back to the
neighborhood. As the area returned to life, the refugees experienced renewal, too — hope in place of
discouragement, opportunities where none had existed, peace instead of war, life replacing death.
When our faith is challenged by despair, lost dreams or an uncertain future — when God’s promises feel as
dead as winter — real-life renewal stories are signs of spring. They testify to the resurrection God has in store
for us.

ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. - 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Every January, I like to imagine for myself that I am given a new chance to start over. I
make resolutions, with varying degrees of success. I set new goals, and I start out with
every best intention.
What would it be like for ourselves if we imagined that we are always being made new?
We don’t necessarily need to wait for the calendar to turn to 1/1. God is always at work,
through Jesus, in reconciling us to him so that we are new creations.
Change is not easy. Transformation, true transformation means change. Change may
mean loss for us. Transformation implies this and we may grieve our loss. Since God is
in charge of the change, we know and trust in God’s work in our midst.
So, what does this mean for us as a congregation? I believe that it’s time to reassess
where we are, to see where we have been and what we have been through. As a
congregation, we have been through much and we have continued to be faithful to our
calling as disciples. We might simply sit back and rest for a bit. However, if we are
indeed being made new, we can take this opportunity to do a bit of soul searching, both
individually and as a congregation.
I invite you to pray for our congregation and take an active role in this process. Your
prayers, your participation will help shape who we are. Your perspective helps inform
who we are called to be. I invite you to be open to the Spirit and see where it will all
lead.
Indeed in Christ, we are always being made new!
Happy New Year!
Pastor Julie

Saturday January 7, 9:00am: Property Work Day- We will be taking down the
Christmas tree and other Christmas decorations and returning everything to the
attic. WON’T YOU JOIN US?
Sunday, January 8, 8:00am: Men’s Breakfast.
Tuesday, January 10: Annual Report articles due in the church office.
Sunday, January 22: Annual Reports will be available to take home and read before
the Annual Meeting.

Sunday, January 29: Annual Meeting will follow the 10:00am Worship service. The
annual Soup and Sandwich Luncheon will be held after the meeting.

Sunday February 5: Souper Bowl Sunday
We are asking everyone to bring in cans of soup, wrapped with
a dollar. Soups that are heartier are best, but all contributions
are gratefully accepted.
In addition, we will be holding our 6th Annual Souper Bowl
Sunday food collection at the ShopRite in Oakland from 9:00am
until 4:00pm. Look for the sign-up sheet in the narthex soon!

December 14, 2016
 The Lutheran magazine: Once again The Lutheran subscriptions have been renewed
for all attending members of the church. The annual cost of the subscription is $8.95.
The second envelope in your offering envelope package is for The Lutheran magazine
donation.
 Calendars for 2017 are available in the narthex.
 Council approved a 2% raise for Messiah's staff beginning March 1, 2017, pending
congregational approval.
 Council voted to accept the 2017 budget, pending congregational approval with
projected income of $222,060 and expenses of $221,885.
 As of the meeting, giving pledges for 2017 totaled $95,400. That is a little lower than
last year.
 46 people attended the Advent Vespers service and potluck.

It is hard to imagine, but it is time to begin planning for the ELCA
National Youth Gathering in 2018. To prepare, we will hold a parent
meeting for all youth who are interested in attending the Gathering in
Houston, TX. We will meet in my office on January 15 between the
services. Please share this information widely as there is much to do in
the next 1 ½ years!
The theme of the Gathering is “This Changes Everything.” No doubt it
will be a life changing event for everyone who attends!
Pastor Julie

To Help on February 5 with

Sunday Food Drive at ShopRite
9am-4pm

Christmas Gift Drive
A great big Thank You to everyone who purchased gifts for our
annual Christmas Angel Tree last month. Your generous gifts
went to seniors via Bergen Family Center in Englewood as well
as to children via the Department of Child Protection and
Permanency in Hackensack. The congregation did a wonderful
job buying the clothing, toys, gift cards, and other specific requests made by the
recipients, which ensured that we helped make someone smile on Christmas.

Messiah's 100 Coat Drive
Thanks to everyone who participated in our first coat drive through the agency One
Warm Coat. Many coats as well as hats, gloves and scarves were donated. Dozens of
coats for women and children were donated to the Center for Hope & Safety
(www.hopeandsafetynj.org). St. Paul's Emergency Men's Shelter in Paterson, which
assists as many as 40 homeless men per night, gladly accepted dozens of men's coats. To
learn more about their program, visit their website at www.stpaulscdcnj.org.

Saturday February 11
6:00pm
Join Us for an Evening of Fun, Food
and Fellowship
Please sign up to bring a traditional Hawaiian
Luau dish – recipes provided
This is an adults only event, BYOB
more info to follow

 To Boy Scout Troop 369 for making our Advent
Wreath.
 To everyone who worked so hard to make the
Christmas Pageant a success, especially Cindy Doran
and Jacqueline Kartanos.
 To Linda Axtell for the Christmas cookie coffee
hours! Plus for making up the cookie bags to give out
to those in need of some holiday good will.
 To all our bakers and decorators who helped make the church so beautiful this Christmas.
 Linda Axtell for organizing such a wonderful lunch during the holiday baking and decorating
afternoon.
 To Boy Scout Troop 49 for donating all of our Christmas Wreathes.

January Benevolence of the Month
Lutheran Disaster Response
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives
have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust
settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.


Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other disaster response organizations
and religious entities in the United States and around the world. This enables the
greatest stewardship of resources and maximum impact of response. We are a
welcome partner because we respect the perspectives and strengths of others.
We recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, we believe every response
needs to be rooted in the community; we work to accompany that community from
immediate relief through long-term recovery. In our international work we partner
closely with companion churches and other Lutheran and ecumenical relief agencies
to make sure local needs are being addressed and met. In the United States, we work
through our extensive affiliate network and other partners to address these same
concerns.
Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church in the
midst of disaster — following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor
in need.

To All Members of Messiah Lutheran Church
Total Income in November was $16.9K and expenses were $17.1K,
resulting in a deficit of $.2K. Year to date, there is a significant
“Operating Deficit” of $12.9K. As of this Messenger mailing, we only
have one(1) Sunday in which to reduce this deficit, otherwise, “we
will be forced to take funds from the Restricted Accounts”.
Dedicated Accounts decreased $1.4K, from $79.9.0K to $78.5K. Cash Accounts
(Checking and Savings) decreased $3.5K, from $67.2K to $63.7K.
Ron Rubner
Treasurer
Below is a financial comparison of November 2016 to November 2015.
Total Income in November 2016 was $16.9K vs. $19.3K in November 2015. Income for
Ministry at Messiah for November 2016 was $15.7K vs. $17.8K for November 2015.
Income for Mission Support for November 2016 was $1.2K vs. $1.5K in November
2015.
Total Expenses in November 2016 was $17.1K vs. $18.6K in November 2015. Expenses
for Ministry at Messiah for November 2016 were $15.4K vs. $18.6K in November 2015.
Expenses for Mission Support for November 2016 were $1.6K vs. $2.0K in November
2015.
Year to Date - November 2016
Income Accounts
01, Ministry at Messiah
02, Mission Support
Total Income
Expense Accounts
01, Ministry at Messiah
02, Mission Support
Total Expenses
Income Less Expense

Budget

2016 Actual

2015 Actual

184,502.00
17,692.00

168,671.00
17,683.00

169,354.00
17,779.00

$202,194.00 $186,354.00
183,599.00
21,451.00

175,887.00
23,409.00

$187,133.00
182,434.00
22,740.00

$205,050.00 $199,296.00 $205,174.00
($2,856.00) ($12,942.00) ($18,041.00)

Special Thanks to all who donated poinsettias this Christmas.
Gail Anderson
Brigitte Albrecht (2)
Jerri Angermueller
The Boyce Family (3)
The Kartanos Family
Charlie Hashagen
The Haymon Family (2)

George Hillier
Harvie Klaus
The Ludke Family
Eleanore Orman
The Rios Family
Marilyn Rubner
Lori Schmitt and Family

The Soucy Family
The Trouwborst Family (2)
Mary EllenTwomey
The Vollmin Family
The Wattenbach Family
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