The

MESSENGER

A faithful, serving community, joyfully sharing Christ’s love.
Messiah Lutheran Church
Rev. Julie Haspel, Pastor
Church phone: 201-337-4900
Email: info@messiahoaklandnj.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Contemporary Worship: 8:45am
Christian Education: 9:45am
Traditional Worship: 10:45am

Start digging!
Scripture promises that God has a plan for our lives but also reveals that he wants us to play an active role in that plan. In 2 Kings 3, three kings band
together to defeat Moab but end up in an 80-mile desert. Amid this dire situation, God commands the people, “Make this valley full of ditches” (verse 16, KJV)
and promises to fill them with water — even though it won’t rain.
Before the people’s need was supplied, they had to trust God and act. The next morning, water filled every ditch they had dug. Plus, they were victorious in
battle.
The takeaway? God will bring the blessing, but we may have to dig first!
God’s conversation hearts
Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you — or to teach
a child — of the greatest love of all: God’s love for us, which empowers our love for others. For example:
• TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so people might have everlasting life? (John 3:16).
• MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can snatch us from him (John 10:27-29).
• FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).
• LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being (Luke 10:27).
• TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3).
• SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).
• BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 14:15).
• CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).
• FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John 15:13) — precisely what Jesus did.
• #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

Reformation 500
“The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace
of God.”
—Martin Luther, thesis 62

February 2017

Amazingly, we have entered the 500th Anniversary year of Martin Luther posting the
95 Theses on the church door in Wittenberg. Most assuredly, there were many Reformers
prior to Luther, but Luther’s understanding and interpretation of the Scriptures came about
at the same time as the printing press. This enabled Luther to use the social media of his day
and Luther’s understanding of God as a loving God began to spread.
500 years. It’s an incredible length of time. What is perhaps the most amazing thing
about that time is that this Reformation movement has been, in itself, reforming. The
Church cannot stand still in its understanding of itself. The Spirit moves us to embrace the
Good News and understand what it means for us in the present.
As a church, Messiah will also embrace the gift of this anniversary year. There are
plans in the works to host a movie night where we will watch the film, Luther. We will also
host a time to gather and watch Rick Steve’s chronicle of the Reformation. I also encourage
you to spend time on the greater church website, ELCA.org, as they have a number of
educational articles.
I, myself, am planning an educational tour of Germany this summer with my sister.
We will be “On the Trail of Martin Luther.” I hope to be able to bring back ideas to inform
our celebration this October.
It’s going to be an amazing year together. We get to celebrate our past and explore
the many ways in which God loves.
Peace to you all,
Pastor Julie

Saturday, February 4, 9:00am: Property Work Day – there is always something to do on
property day! Please join us!
Sunday, February 5: “Soup”er Bowl of Caring
We will be holding our Souper Bowl Sunday food collection at the
ShopRite of Oakland from 9am until 4pm. Please sign up in the narthex if
you would like to help. Also we are asking everyone to bring in cans of
soup, wrapped with a dollar.
Sunday, February 12: Men’s Breakfast at 8am.
Sunday, February 12: Council Installation at both services.
Wednesday, March 1, 7:30pm: Ash Wednesday Communion
SAVE THE DATE...
This years Roast Pork Dinner will be held March 11. Once again, it will be a fund raising
dinner for our youth attending the National Gathering in Houston. Please invite your friends
to this fun and delicious evening. More details will follow shortly.

January 18, 2016
 All but 4 of the fluorescent lights bulbs in our building have been replaced with LED
bulbs which provide brighter lighting, will last much longer reducing the cost of
replacing bulbs and ballasts, and should help reduce our electric costs. The project will
be completed shortly . . . a great big thank you to Mike O'Neil and to all his helpers.
 It was agreed by Council that all of Messiah's staff must submit requests for time off in
writing to Executive Committee one month in advance. Only emergencies will be
excepted.
 Reformation 500 - The "Martin Luther" film will be shown shortly and Pastor will be
working with the Vibrant Faith committee talking to people about how they are living
out their faith in relation to the Reformation.

Saturday February 11
6:00pm
Join Us for an Evening of Fun, Food
and Fellowship
Please sign up to bring a traditional
Hawaiian Luau dish – recipes provided
This is an adults only event, BYOB
sign up sheet in the narthex

To All Members of Messiah Lutheran Church
Total Income in December was $27.4K versus expenses of $18.1K,
resulting in a surplus of $9.3K. However, for 2016 there was an
“Operating Deficit” of $3.4K. This deficit will be charged to Restricted
Accounts so we can begin a fresh start in 2017.
Restricted Accounts increased $.8K, from $78.5.0K to $79.3K in
December. For 2016, there was a decrease of $4.4K.
Cash Accounts (Checking and Savings) increased $12.2K, from $63.7K to $75.9K in
December. For 2016, there was a decrease of $10.1K.
Ron Rubner, Treasurer
Below is a financial comparison of December 2016 to December 2015.
Total Income in December 2016 was $27.4K vs. $39.4K in December 2015. Income for
Ministry at Messiah for December 2016 was $25.6K vs. $37.2K for December 2015.
Income for Mission Support for December 2016 was $1.8K vs. $2.2K in December 2015.
Total Expenses in December 2016 was $18.1K vs. $19.0K in December 2015. Expenses for
Ministry at Messiah for December 2016 were $15.8K vs. $16.5K in December 2015.
Expenses for Mission Support for December 2016 were $2.3K vs. $2.5K in December 2015.
Year to Date - December 2016
Budget
2016 Actual 2015 Actual
Income Accounts
01, Ministry at Messiah
02, Mission Support
Total Income
Expense Accounts
01, Ministry at Messiah
02, Mission Support
Total Expenses
Income Less Expense

201,275.00
19,300.00

194,308.00
19,443.00

206,529.00
20,005.00

$220,575.00 $213,751.00

$226,534

200,290.00
23,400.00

191,672.00
25,484.00

198,953.00
25,235.00

$223,690.00 $217,156.00 $224,188.00
($3,115.00)

($3,405.00)

$2,346.00

Music and Worship
Dear friends,
I am inviting you to yet another opportunity! We are in need of more
people to help lead worship on Sunday mornings, especially in the area of
Assisting Minister. This is a wonderful role in worship as you are an integral
part of conveying God’s love. Please feel free to talk to me about the specifics
of the role. I would love to work with you!
Pastor Julie

BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH
CENTER FOR FOOD ACTION
Did you know? In 2016
 The Center for Food Action distributed 63,615 Emergency & Holiday Food Packages.
An emergency food package consists of seven days worth of food; the amount of
food a household receives is based on family size.
 On average, an emergency food package consists of 6 bags of groceries.
 CFA provided Thanksgiving food packages to 3,162 households–9,453 people.
 As needed, CFA clients can come for food packages up to 12 times a year.
 CFA helped 1,174 households with other basic needs: rent-224 households, security
deposits-283 households, utility & heating bills-665 households, and miscellaneous
assistance-2.
 CFA distributed more than 20,000-weekend snack packs to children in four area
elementary schools.
Your donation to the Center for Food Action will put your dollars to work helping
local families and individuals who are struggling to keep food on their tables and a roof
over their heads.
The Center for Food Action in New Jersey is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Visit their website www.cfanj.org for more information.

Dear Members and Friends of Messiah,
On behalf of my family, I would like to thank you for your signs of thoughtfulness over the
Advent and Christmas seasons. We truly enjoyed your many cookies, cards, well wishes,
and your continued prayers. We are truly blessed.
Pastor Julie
.

