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From Pastor Julie
I am always thankful when people come to me with articles and internet stories that help inform me and
brighten my day. The following was given to me by Charlie Hashagen. I hope that you enjoy it!
Keep Your Fork!
There was a young woman who had been
diagnosed with a terminal illness and had been
given three months to live. So, as she was getting
her things ‘in order’, she contacted her pastor and
had him come to her house to discuss certain
aspects of her final wishes. She told him which
songs she wanted sung at the service, what
scriptures she would like read, and what outfit she
wanted to be buried in.
Everything was in order and the pastor was
preparing to leave when the young woman suddenly
remembered something very important to her.
“There’s one more thing,” she said excitedly.
“What’s that?” came the pastor’s reply. “This is
very important,” the young woman continued. “I
want to be buried with a fork in my right hand.”
The pastor stood looking at the young woman, not
knowing quite what to say. “That surprises you,
doesn’t it?” the young woman asked. “Well, to be
honest, I’m puzzled by the request,” said the pastor.
The young woman explained. “My
grandmother once told me this story, and from there
on out, I have always done so. I have also always
tried to pass along its message to those I love and
those who are in need of encouragement. In all my
years of attending church socials and potluck
dinners, I always remember that when the dishes of
the main course were being cleared, someone would
inevitably lean over and say, ‘Keep your fork’. It
was my favorite part because I knew that something
better was coming… like velvety chocolate cake or
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deep-dish apple pie, something wonderful and with
substance! So, I just want people to see me there in
that casket with a fork in my hand and I want them
to wonder, ‘What’s with the fork?’ Then I want
you to tell them: ‘keep your fork… the best is yet
to come.’” The pastor’s eyes welled up with tears
of joy as he hugged the young woman good-bye.
It would be one of the last times he would
see her before her death. But he also knew that the
young woman had a better grasp of heaven than he
did. She had a better grasp of what heaven would
be like than many people twice her age, with twice
as much experience and knowledge. She KNEW
that something better was coming.
At the funeral, people were walking by the
young woman’s casket and they saw the pretty dress
she was wearing and the fork placed in her right
hand. Over and over, the pastor heard the question,
“What’s with the fork?” Over and over again, he
smiled. During his message, the pastor told the
people of the conversation he had with the young
woman shortly before she died. He also told them
about the fork and about what it symbolized to her.
The pastor told the people how he could not stop
thinking about the fork and told them that they
probably would not be able to stop thinking about it
either.
He was right.
So the next time you reach down for your
fork, let it remind you ever so gently, that the best is
yet to come.
Friends are a very rare jewel, indeed. They
make you smile and encourage you to succeed.

They lend an ear, they share a word of praise, and
they always want to open their hearts to us. Show
your friends how much you care. Remember to
always be there for them, even when you need them
more. You never know when it may be their time to

‘keep your fork.’ Cherish the time you have and the
memories you share. Being friends with someone is
not an opportunity but a sweet responsibility.

Thank you, Charlie! May we hold these dear words in our hearts.
Pastor Julie

What’s Happening at Messiah
Saturday, February 3, 9:00am: Property Work
Day – there is always something to do on
property day! Please join us!
Sunday, February 4: “Soup”er Bowl of Caring
We will be holding our Souper Bowl
Sunday food collection at the
ShopRite of Oakland from 9am until
4pm. Please sign up in the narthex if
you can help. Also, we are asking
everyone to bring in cans of soup
wrapped with a dollar.

Saturday, February 10, 6:00pm: Mexican Fiesta
Sunday, February 11:
 8:00am: Men’s Breakfast
 Council Installation at both services.

Save the Date – Saturday, March 10 at 7:00pm
On the Trail of Martin Luther
Travelogue with Pastor Julie and Jean Haspel

January 17, 2018
 Ron Rubner reported that December 2017
income was the best in his 6 years as
treasurer. Income of just under $41,000
with expenses just under $19,000 left a
surplus of just under $22,000 wiping out the
November deficit of just over $15,000.
 Shed replacement plans are underway.
Spring workdays will begin with cleaning up
around the shed and emptying and
demolishing the shed. Lee Haymon will get
estimates for the work that will follow.

Wednesday, February 14,
7:30pm: Ash Wednesday
Communion Service

 Council moved to hire someone to survey
the parsonage property so that we can move
ahead with a deck on the back of the house.

Wednesday February 21, 28,
March 7, 14, & 21. Join us on
Wednesday evenings this Lent
beginning at 6:15 for a soup and
sandwich supper followed by our
evening worship at 7:30.

 Council moved to enroll Messiah as a
congregation in the Stephen Ministry. A
$2,500 grant has been received from the NJ
Synod for this ministry. Additional funds
will come from the Dedicated Accounts
vision funds. Pastor Julie and Joan Ludke
will get trained in July in Dallas, TX.
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Help on February 4 with

Food Drive at ShopRite
9am-4pm

On Monday, February 26, at 7:30 we will meet to
discuss The Five Love Languages by Gary
Chapman. Copies of the book will be available at
church in the near future. Please come and join us!

Attention Thrivent Members!

Save the Date:
Saturday, February 10 at 6:00pm
Join us for an evening of
Fun, Food and Fellowship.
Please sign up to bring a traditional
Mexican Fiesta dish –
recipes provided.
This is an adult only event, BYOB.
Signup sheet in the narthex.
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Have you been directing your Thrivent Choice
dollars? There has been a change in the program and
you must re-direct your dollars each year; they no
longer carry your choice of charity over from year to
year.
At Messiah we have noticed a drop-off in Thrivent
donations coming in this past year, so we encourage
you to check what is happening to the Thrivent
Choice dollars which have been issued in your name.

BENEVOLENCE OF THE MONTH -

For the past year several members of Messiah and
Pastor Julie have been gathering information on
starting a Stephen Ministry program. Stephen
Ministers are trained to provide one on one support
to anyone experiencing a difficult life challenge: a
health crisis, divorce, death in the family, move,
family problem, etc. The program is nationwide,
Christian and non-denominational, with extensive
training classes and material to support it.
Last August Pastor Julie, Eleanore Orman, and I
submitted a grant request to the New Jersey Synod
Fund for Mission Management to help defray the
costs of registering and training our Stephen leaders.
After not hearing any response for months, we were
very pleasantly surprised to receive a letter and check
for $2500 in December, more than half of what we
had requested. We will be reporting back to the
Synod later this year on our progress with this
program. Our grant request was one of 22 received
by the committee. A letter of thanks was sent to the
committee for this boost to our program.
Joan Ludke

Did you know? In 2016
 The Center for Food Action distributed 63,615
Emergency & Holiday Food Packages. An
emergency food package consists of seven
days worth of food.
 On average, an emergency food package
consists of 6 bags of groceries.
 CFA provided Thanksgiving food packages to
3,162 households–9,453 people.
 CFA helped 1,174 households with other basic
needs: rent-224 households, security deposits283 households, utility & heating bills-665
households, and miscellaneous assistance-2.
 CFA distributed more than 20,000
weekend snack packs to children in four area
elementary schools.
Your donation to the Center for Food Action will
put your dollars to work helping local families and
individuals who are struggling to keep food on their
tables and a roof over their heads.
www.cfanj.org.

To All Members of Messiah Lutheran Church

Dear Members and Friends of Messiah,
On behalf of my family, I would like to thank you
for your signs of thoughtfulness over the Advent
and Christmas seasons. We truly enjoyed your
many cookies, cards, well wishes, gifts, and your
continued prayers. We are truly blessed.
Pastor Julie
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Total Income in December was $40.9K versus
expenses of $18.9K, resulting in a surplus of
$22.0K. For 2017, there was an “Operating
Surplus” of $6.7K. This surplus will be transferred
to Restricted Accounts so we can begin a fresh start
in 2018.
Restricted Accounts decreased $.9K, from $132.5K
to $131.6K in December. For 2017, there was an
increase of $52.3K.
Cash Accounts (Checking and Savings) increased
$21.0K, from $117.2K to $138.2K in December.
For 2017, there was an increase of $62.3K.

Ron Rubner
Treasurer
Year to Date - December 2017
Budget
Income
Accounts
Ministry at
Messiah
Mission
Support

2017 Actual

2016 Actual

202,760

205,353

194,308

19.300

19,206

19,443

$222,060

$224,559

$213,751

Expense
Accounts
Ministry at
Messiah
Mission
Support

198,485

191,908

191,672

23,400

25,956

25,484

Total
Expenses

$221,885

$217,864

$217,156

$175

$6,695

($3,405)

Total
Income

Income less
Expense
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Reprinted from the NEWSLETTER Newsletter

Meeting Needs
“My neighbor’s material needs are my spiritual needs,” said 19th-century theologian Israel Salanter. In other
words, when someone else suffers hunger and poverty, when people endure a natural disaster and lack shelter,
when another human being is sick or injured — in all such cases, God calls us to action. And God knows that
whatever we do to meet those material needs will meet our spiritual needs at the same time.
It might be our spiritual need to expand our horizons into neighborhoods, cultures or situations where we’re
uncomfortable. We might need to grow in love for people different from us. By serving others, we might find
our own sagging spirits nurtured with a sense of well-being or even joy. And as we reach out to help, surely
we’ll notice others doing the same thing, and our spiritual need for renewed faith will be met.
— Heidi Mann
“Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us does not.”

—C.S. Lewis

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
A faithful, serving community
joyfully sharing Christ’s love.
228 Ramapo Valley Road
Oakland, New Jersey 07436

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Contemporary Worship: 8:45am
Christian Education: 9:45am
Traditional Worship: 10:45am
SPECIAL SERVICES
Ash Wednesday Service February 14: 7:30pm
Lenten Worship February 21, 28: 7:30pm
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